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Where history is made and displayed
- Buffalo Bill State Historical Park & Trail Rides
- NEBRASKAland Days & Buffalo Bill Rodeo

in June, annually

- Lincoln County Historical Museum

« Fort Cody Trading Post and more fun to explore!

\ [ :i‘, '-\’ NI R 11
Make tracks to an unforgettable time A § ) Yy § N § E |
Horseback Riding with Dusty Trails

Outdoor Specialists Your next adventure awaits! Discover the home of Buffalo Bill and the

Cody Park Railroad Museum Golden Spike Tower ov erlooking Bailey Yard - the world’s largest rail yard.

The Golden Spike Tower overlooking

=njoy outdoor festivals, arts & culture, and fun for all ages in this unique
Bailey Yard - the world’s largest rail yard g1 5, : g i :

d 5 g ! " ‘and vibrant community. We invite you to come explore western heritage
Annual Rail Celebration in September and p :

non-stop fun for train lovers! * and enjoy fine hospitality in the place where east meets west.

For more information, go to @
the wild is best 2] N
Whsrsthemiiwestirhes VisitNorthPlatte.com.
« Christmas at the Cody’s Celebration )

See you soon!

« Country Bluegrass Show

« Honky Tonk BBQ Festival

- Feather River Vineyards North Plctte

« Natural History & Outdoor fun!
NEBRASKA

North Platte/Lincoln County Visitors Bureau
101 Halligan Drive * North Platte, Nebraska
VisitNorthPlatte.com *1.800.955.4528
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Tourists rush, but trave

Before turning another page, we suggest that you ask yourself, If you see yourself as a tourist, please consider a change.
“Am I a tourist or a traveler?” The manner in which you answer  In contrast to the tourist’s stop-eat-and-get-gas approach of

ers relish

that question is of utmost importance because, as a motorist getting from Point A to Point B, the traveler is a risk-taker.

on the Lincoln Highway — our nation’s original coast-to-coast ~ Travelers are more apt to invest the time to enjoy the pleasures

highway — you owe it to yourself to be a “traveler.” of motoring off the beaten path. They believe that straight roads ,
Tourists stray only as far as necessary from their favorite mostly lead nowhere, but that crooked roads will carry them to

routes over interstate highways. They rush through meals at discoveries and lifelong memories.

franchise restaurants, and, if presented an opportunity to absorb In every respect, the Lincoln Highway — now U.S. Highway
a bit of history or culture, they gawk for a few moments, then 30 — is a road for travelers, not tourists.
race back to the super slab, where at great speed they can miss So unleash the traveler in you, and be prepared for the

even more of the magical experiences they otherwise might pleasures and surprises that are waiting around the bend.

enjoy.

For decades the Platte River Valley served asa transponatlon ,
corridor for wagons, stagecoaches and trains. With the coming « of
“the horseless carriage” it became apparent that the same paths =
would be ideal as the route for an automobile highway. :
Historian Donald Hickey notes the prbg'ress over time: In the
1840s, pioneers followed the Oregon Trail; in the 1870s they rode the
Union Pacific Railroad; in the 1930s they drove nghway 300 ¢ e
Today, Interstate 80 follows the Platte River Valley across.much of G
Nebraska. i
When planners designated the Llncoln Htghway s route i m 1913 T
they recognized the advantages of the Platte River Valley.
The Lincoln Highway connected these main commumtles
Omaha, Fremont, Columbus, Grand Island, Kearney, North Platte
Ogallala, Sidney and Kimball." .,
Regardless what you prefer to call it — meoln nghway or U.S.
Highway 30 — it indeed is an historic route across Nebraska.

first coast-to-coast roadway.

Published by the Kearney Hub
in partnership with the

Nebraska Lincoln Highway

Historical Byway

On the cover

A common sight along the 498 bone-jarring miles of
the Lincoln Highway were concrete markers featuring
medallians with the profile of the president whose
memory inspired millions of Americans to support
construction of the Lincoln Highway — the nation s

(Photo from the Lincoln Highway memorabilia
collection of Lenore and the late Bob Stubblefield of
Shelton.)
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As you drive the road, imagine a time gone by, when
brick streets, diners, filling stations and roadside cabins
were regular stops in your family automobile.

Many of these sites are still visible along the

Nebraska Historic Byway.

Welcome to the Nebraska Lincoln Highway

Historic Byway, celebrating the history of the
Nebraska Lincoln Highway.

From the beautiful landscape of western Nebraska
to the cityscape of eastern Nebraska, enjoy our LEGEND
nostalgic stops along the Lincoln Highway. B \\/estern Region

B Central Region

: : ¢
If you enjoy the history of early roads, fun and B Eastern Region

exciting things to do along the way, this is your Byway! )
Please use this guide to explore its historic treasures. L Rivers and Lakes
Enjoy your journey! — Lincoln Highway
&= Original Lincoln Highway (Paved)

Nebraska Lincoln Highway Historic Byway A Recreational/Camping

P.O. Box 607 * 1007 Second Avenue
Kearney, NE 68848 e
800-652-9435 Nebraska’s Lincoln Highway History

www.LincolnHighwayNebraskaByway.org The last stretch of Lincoln Highway in the United States

to be paved was in North Platte, Neb., in 1935. Before that,
the route across the state was anything from paved
streets in parts of Omaha to brick streets, gravel roads
and dirt paths elsewhere. The best roads at the time
made up the route, depending on the year and weath-
er. Every community in its path benefited from the
route, and tourist destinations sprung up across the
state. From Kimball in the west to Omaha and Blair in
the east, road travelers found unique attractions and
accommodations. The Lincoln Highway era, 1913-
1950s, was the heyday of flurry and activity on the
Coast #o Coas? Lincoln Highway (officially designated U.S. Highway
hotest 3 30 in 1928) before Interstate 80 took its place as the
ﬂ:i‘vm PHew 7 ook and San ‘ main thoro)ughfare through Nebraska in §)962.

3331 Miles

storic Byway is the

| i Hi ' . s . .
Nebraska's Lincoln Highway {ire state, a total of 498 miles. Nebraska Lincoln Highway Historic Byway

only byway that traverses the en
The Nebraska Lincoln Highway Historic Byway is one of

nine recognized byways in Nebraska. The Nebraska Byways
Program, which began in 1999, is designed to showcase out-
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standing archaeological, cultural, historic, natural, recreational
and scenic qualities along Nebraska’s two-lane highways. This
program gives towns, attractions and businesses along the Sce-
nic Byways another tool to use in their marketing and advertis-
ing strategies.

The purpose of the Lincoln Highway Historic Byway is to
promote and preserve the intrinsic scenic and historic qualities
of the Lincoln Highway route through Nebraska. It also gives
the communities the direction needed to support ongoing
efforts to identify significant aspects of the highway, educate
residences, and make its history come to life for visitors.

Driving across Nebraska on this byway today is a reminder
of what the road was like. The communities along the route
are embracing their Lincoln Highway past, with new
renovations and restorations occurring each year. Many sites
are right on Highway 30, and others are just a block or two
away. Many yet-to-be restored locations also exist, adding
interest to the journey.

To explore modern-day attractions and regional events
along the byway, refer to each region in this guide or visit
www.LincolnHighwayNebraskaByway.com
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CLAY

Lincoln

LANCASTER

FILLMORE SALINE

NEBRASKA

BYWAY
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The History of

| incoln Highway

In 1913, Nebraska was at the center of what would become
the United States’ premier roadway, the Lincoln Highway.

At the time it was conceived and built, the famous 3,400-
mile Lincoln Highway ignited excitement across the nation.
Americans were ready in 1913 to press hard on the accelerator
and bound from an age when railroads provided the primary
source of cross-country transportation to an era of freedom
in which four-wheel machines could carry them anywhere —
including the 498 bone-jarring miles across Nebraska on the
Lincoln Highway

In the early stages, it was a bumpy route that the Lincoln
Highway’s proponents and supporters followed, but their vision,
persistence and hard work paved the way for the modern system
of U.S. highways and interstates.

Headlight manufacturer Carl G. Fisher of Indianapolis, Ind., is
regarded as the creator of the Lincoln Highway. On July 1, 1913,
Fisher gathered a group of car industry leaders and automobile
enthusiasts to form the Lincoln Highway Association.

The goal was to build a highway that linked the Atlantic Ocean
to the Pacific, and to do it largely without government assistance.
Rather, Fisher and his associates secured pledges of $10 million,
including $1 million from auto manufacturers. Cement factories
also contributed tons and tons of their product for concrete.

6 ¢ NEBRASKA LINCOLN HigHwAY ~ HisToric Byway

Americans in hundreds of cities built bonfires and set off
fireworks the evening of Oct. 31, 1913, when the Lincoln
Highway Association dedicated the route for the famous
roadway. Residents danced in the streets to celebrate the news
that the highway would pass through their towns.

In Nebraska, the Lincoln Highway paralleled the Union Pacific
Railroad, which in parts of the state followed the Platte River and
sections of the Pony Express route and Mormon, California and
Oregon trails that carried U.S. settlers to the West.

Fisher thought the Lincoln Highway could be completed by
1915, but World War I slowed progress, and it was a number of
years later when the final sections were paved.

In 1924, the Lincoln Highway stretched almost 500 miles

across Nebraska. Most of the road — 329 miles — was graded
gravel. A little more than 80 miles was graded earth. The rest was
brick, concrete or asphalt.
Some of the first paved sections were the result of the Lincoln
Highway Association’s challenge to communities to build
“seedling miles.” These stretches of concrete or brick were
intended to spur more paving by showing motorists the
advantages over gravel or earth.

Under the slogan “Great oaks from little acorns will grow;
Long roads of concrete from ‘seedling miles’ will spring,”




Nebraska communities capitalized on the excitement to pave
their seedling miles.

Central Nebraska’s Hall and Buffalo counties were among
the nation’s leaders in the seedling mile initiative. Hall County
dedicated its seedling mile just east of Grand Island in 1915,
followed shortly by Buffalo County’s seedling mile west of
Kearney.

The Lincoln Highway was primitive compared to modern
standards. Kearney’s seedling mile, for example, was only wide
enough for two horse-drawn hay wagons to pass.

The highway was a threat to the early automobiles that crossed
it. Flat tires were a chronic problem, so motorists carried several
spares. Making more serious repairs, such as
replacing a broken axle, required
replacement parts to be ferried by
railroad from urban manufacturers
to service garages in Nebraska.
Travelers banked on the availability
of telephone and telegraph service
in case they had to order parts for
shipment to Nebraska.

Despite the many challenges,
construction continued and Lincoln
Highway enthusiasts could measure
their progress.

To drum up support for the Lincoln
Highway Association, Fisher and his
associates conducted a cross-country

trip in 1913 that took 34 days to complete.

Later, when the Lincoln Highway Association published
“The Complete Official Road Guide of the Lincoln Highway”
in 1915, the authors estimated travelers could cross the nation
from East Coast to West Coast in just 19 days — an average of
about 180 miles for every 10-hour day on the road.

The Lincoln Highway was a leader in the evolution of
highways that later saw the advent of the Dwight D. Eisenhower
System of Interstate and Defense Highways.

Asalieutenant colonel in 1919, Eisenhower crossed the nation
in a military convoy that followed the Lincoln Highway. In 1974,

Nebraska became the first state to complete its
segment of Interstate 80, which approximated
the route of the Lincoln Highway.

As an inspiration for more and better
roads and a national network of interstates,
the Lincoln Highway fulfilled one of the
goals of its creator. Carl Fisher envisioned
aroad that would ““stimulate as nothing else
could the building of enduring highways
everywhere that will not only be a credit
to the American people, but that will also
mean much to American agriculture and
American commerce.”

Fisher achieved his dream with the
Lincoln Highway.

Omaha Autom%ﬂe Glt]b from Mof:
&.Packa d Motor:Car€o.; D.E. Goodell Iowa S e

: Rehm

= 'AGeorgi ‘Walz, Nebraska State Co
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Scores of communities sprang up across Nebraska as the
Union Pacific Railroad pressed westward from Omaha. Many
of the towns were waypoints the railroad established to load
new crews, top off water and fuel, and grease the locomotives’
bearings and axles. Some of these early railroad towns began
growing into something more as agriculture and commerce
took root.

The Union Pacific was scarcely 50 years old when officials
dedicated the Lincoln Highway in 1913 and the road ushered in
a new generation of economic activity — catering to the parade
of Lincoln Highway travelers.

The 3,400-mile Lincoln Highway connected main streets
in hundreds of towns and provided plenty of opportunities for
businesses to cater to travelers exploring the United States in
their automobiles.

Lodging, maintenance and repair, communication, and
medical attention all were necessities, and they were available
in most Nebraska communities that were along the Lincoln
Highway.

Some businesses attempted to profit from the excitement by
naming their businesses after the highway.

Among those businesses were the Lincoln Highway Tire Co.,
Lincoln Highway Oil Co. and Lincoln Highway Cigars.

Travelers planning to follow the Lincoln Highway cross
country had an important source of information available to
them.

The Lincoln Highway Association published “The Complete
Official Road Guide of the Lincoln Highway” and sold it to
travelers for 50 cents per copy.

Thumbing through the guide, travelers found assurance
that the Lincoln Highway they were about to travel would be
“of varying degrees of excellence,” and that a host of hotels,
campgrounds, restaurants, service stations and garages were

8 * NEeBRrASKA LiNcoLn HigHwaY ~ HisToric Byway
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ready to cater to their needs.

Travelers with the official road guide in hand learned where
they might encounter a hot bath, which towns had electricity
and telephones or telegraphs, and where they could do their
banking.

Entering Nebraska from the east, travelers could overnight at
Omaha’s Henshaw Hotel at 15th and Farnam for just $1 and up
without bath, or $2 and up with bath.

Entering Nebraska from Wyoming, Kimball was the first
Lincoln Highway community where travelers found hotel
accommodations.

Travelers could stay for $1.50 to $2.50 per night at the
Whitman or Brown hotels. Kimball garages offered overnight
shelter for vehicles for 50 cents, wash for $1, oil for 75 cents and
gasoline for 18 cents. About 50 miles east of Kimball, Sidney
featured five hotels, an auto club, electric lights, a telephone
company and a newspaper.

The availability of skilled mechanics, spare parts stores and
repair shops was of utmost importance. The vehicles travelers
drove across the nation weren’t as reliable as modern cars and
trucks, and the Lincoln Highway could be punishing to the
vehicles that rolled over it.

Flat tires were a given. Many vehicles were equipped with

more than one spare. Travelers had their flat tires repaired
whenever they had the opportunity.
Although some replacement parts might be available, a major
repair such as a blown engine or broken axle could take several
days to repair. Often, travelers would telegraph their auto’s
manufacturer for replacement parts and then wait in the local
hotel or campground for the parts’ arrival via railroad.

The excitement of crossing the United States by car bred
new business models and caused some businesses to think
differently about the services they provided.



Although the need for repairs was nearly inevitable, travelers
could equip their vehicles with heavy duty tires and tubes and
avert engine-cooling problems by retrofitting their radiators

with temperature gauge caps.

Heavy-duty electric replacement starters helped get motors
turning, while louder horns headed off stray cattle to prevent

them from wandering into travelers’
paths.

In Dodge County in eastern
Nebraska, three Fremont businesses
advertised round-the-clock service for
travelers.

Fremont’s Electric Garage Co.
offered “day and night service, gas and
electric repairing, storage and supplies.”
Larson Auto Co. boasted “We never
sleep” and advertised itself as “a safe
place to keep your car. Prompt and
efficient service.”

Finally, = Fremont’s  Brunswick
Restaurant near Union Station promised
“service at its best, open day and night.”

In Central City, travelers were
assured a telephone in every room at the
Hotel Ratcliff, along with running hot
and cold water. Rates were $2 per night
“American” and 50 cents “European.”

Central Citys Overland Garage
dealt in Hudson, Overland and Metz
automobiles and advertised “competent
workmen and courteous service,’
including a ladies’ waiting room.

At Overland Garage, travelers could

buy a Metz Twenty-Five for $600. Built in Waltham, Mass., the
touring car came fully equipped with a 25 horsepower engine,
electric lights and an electric starter backed up by a hand crank.

An electric “L” sign beckoned travelers to the Midway Hotel in

Tourist Cabins,
Midway Hotel
and
Lincoln
Highway
memorabilia

i Garage was connected
on the “American plan w

grill room.”

in its advertisement, “We

the business because our
best.”

Travelers on a budget
less expensive lodging.
In central Nebraska,
offered its Red Top Cabi

occasionally include a
bagged along their route
day.

The Lincoln Highway

could be pitched and
vehicles.

downtown Kearney, the center point of the Lincoln Highway.
The Midway’s 100 rooms came with or without baths and
- access to sleeping porches. Midway

to the hotel.

Overnight rates ranged from $2 to $3

ith everything

entirely modern, including a first-class

Noyes Garage was west of the opera
house in downtown Kearney and said

have anything

in the supply line you desire. We do

service is the
could opt for

Elm Creek
n Camp as an

alternative to hotel lodging. Campers
could cook their own food, which might

rabbit they
earlier in the

Association’s

guide suggested travelers pack hunting
rifles and camping supplies. Several
companies manufactured tents that

anchored to
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Entering Nebraska from Wyoming on Highway 30, you are following the original 1913 route of the Lincoln Highway.
Highlights along this section include an old-fashioned soda fountain at the Potter Sundry and the home of Cabela’s, the

World’s Foremost Outfitter, at Sidney. In Ogallala, you'll find a restored 1920 era filling station, and for a unique driving

experience, you can take the “stair-step” route between North Platte and Gothenburg.

LEGEND
B \Western Region

S Central Region

[ Eastern Region

L—Rivers and Lakes

7 Lincoln Highway

7 Original Lincoln Highway (Paved)

NEBRASKA

Recreational/Camping

BYWAY

1924 NORTH PLATTE
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Western County Contacts

Chappell/Big Springs/Deuel County
(308) 464-0983
visitdeuelcounty.org

Kimball/Kimball County
Kimball/Kimball County Visitors Center
204 S Kimball Blvd, Kimball

(308) 241-0573

visitkimball.org

North Platte/Lincoln County

North Platte / Lincoln County Visitors Bureau
101 Halligan Drive | North Platte

(800) 955-4528

visitnorthplatte.com

Ogallala/Keith County
Ogallala/Keith County Visitors Center
204 East A, Ogallala

(800) 658-4390

visitogallala.com

Sidney/Cheyenne County
Sidney/Cheyenne County Visitors Center
658 Glover Road, Sidney

(866) 545-4030
sidneycheyennecountytourism.com




MARCH

Throughout the Month - Annual Sandhill Crane Migration, viewing sites at many
locations in the North Platte River valley. For more information call the North
Platte / Lincoln County Visitors Bureau, (308) 532-4729, North Platte

APRIL

4th weekend ~ Country Bluegrass Show, npcountrybluegrassfestival.weebly.
com, Lincoln County Fairgrounds, 5015 Rodeo Road, (308) 340-4552,
North Platte

MAY
2nd & 3rd weekends in May — Meadowlark Lilac Collection, 14 miles south of
Ogallala, explorekeithcounty.com, (800) 658-4390, Ogallala

JUNE

1st Friday & Saturday ~ Ogallala Annual BBQ Cook-off, Rendezvous Square,
112 E. 2nd St., explorkeithcounty.com , (800) 658-4390, Ogallala

1st Saturday & Sunday ~ Drovers 2-day Golf Tournament, West Wind and
Bayside Golf Courses, explorekeithcounty.com, (800) 658-4390, Ogallala
Early June ~ Miss Nebraska Pageant, missnebraska.org, North Platte High
School Performing Arts Center, 1220 W. 2nd, North Platte

Early June ~ Gold Rush Days, Sidney Legion Park, sidneygoldrush.com,

(308) 254-4030, Sidney

Every Thursday Night ~ Sounds of the Square, Rendezvous Square,

112 E. 2nd St., explorekeithcounty.com, (B00) 658-4390, Ogallala

2nd weekend ~ Heritage Festival at the Lincoln County Historical Museum, lin-
colncountymuseum.org, 2403 N. Buffalo Bill Ave., (308) 534-5640, North Platte
Mid-June ~ Downtown Sounds, Hickory Street Square,
sidneycheyennecountytourism.com, Sidney

3rd week — NEBRASKAIland DAYS, nebraskalanddays.com,

various locations in North Platte, (308) 532-7939, North Platte

Late June — Ash Hollow Pageant, Ash Hollow State Historical Park,
explorekeithcounty.com (800) 6568-4390, Lewellen

Last weekend ~ Potter Car Bowl, Potter, potterne.com, Potter

JULY

3rd & 4th ~ Fourth of July Celebration, villageofsutherland.com,

various locations (308) 386-4721, Sutherland

3rd of July Celebrations ~ sidneycheyennecountytourism.com, Sidney

4th of July Celebrations ~ lodgepolene.com, Lodgepole

Saturday before the 4th ~ Demo Derby, Keith County Fairgrounds,

110 W. 5th St., explorekeithcounty.com (800) 658-4390, Ogallala

4th ~ Fourth of July Celebration, Western Diamond Sports Complex,

301 W. 10th St., explorekeithcounty.com, (800) 658-4390, Ogallala
Every Thursday Night ~ Sounds of the Square, Rendezvous Square,

112 E. 2nd St., explorekeithcounty.com, (800) 658-4390, Ogallala
Mid-July ~ Downtown Sounds, Hickory Street Square,
sidneycheyennecountytourism.com, Sidney

Late July ~ Lincoln County Fair, lincofair.com, Lincoln County Fairgrounds,
5015 Rodeo Road, North Platte

Late July ~ Cheyenne County Fair and Rodeo, cheyennecountyfairandrodeo.
com, 10955 Hwy 30, (308) 254-4030, Sidney

Last Saturday ~ Kites & Castles, Lake McConaughy, kitesandcastles.com,
Ogallala

Nebraska—Wyoming State Line

In the heyday of two-lane roads, one of the most prominent

gas stations was the State-Line Station. It was right on the

border between Nebraska and Wyoming on the old Lincoln

End of July/1st of August ~ Keith County Fair, keithcountyfair.com,
Keith County Fairgrounds, 110 W. 5th St., (308) 284-6952, Ogallala

AUGUST

1st Full Week ~ Kimball-Banner County Fair, 6th & High School St,
visitkimball.com, (308) 241-0573, Kimball

1st weekend ~ Brady Days, villageofbrady.com, various locations, Brady
1st weekend ~ Brule Day, ci.brule.ne.us, various locations, Brule

3rd weekend ~ Maxwell Heritage Day, various locations, Maxwell
Mid-August ~ Bushnell Days, sistersgrimm.biz, (308) 230-0683, Bushnell
Mid-August ~ Downtown Sounds, Hickory Street Square,
sidneycheyennecountytourism.com, Sidney

4th weekend ~ Hershey Fall Festival, various locations, Hershey

SEPTEMBER

1st weekend ~ Col. Cody's Cruise Show & Shine, codycruisers.com,
various locations downtown, North Platte

1st weekend ~ Potter Days, potterne.com, Potter

Labor Day weekend ~ Paxton Labor Day Celebration,

various locations in Paxton, Paxton

Labor Day weekend ~ Ogallala Indian Summer Rendezvous, Rendezvous
Square, 112 E. 2nd St., www.facebook.com/OgallalaRendezvous, Ogallala
Labor Day weekend ~ Old Settler Days, lodgepolene.com,

(308) 483-5353, Lodgepole

1st Sunday after L abor Day ~ Arts in the Park, Cody Park,
facebook.com/artsintheparknorthplatte, 1400 N. Jeffers, North Platte

3rd weekend ~ Annual Rail Celebration, Golden Spike Tower and

Visitor Center, goldenspiketower.com, 1249 N. Homestead Road, North Platte
3rd weekend ~ Dalton Fall Festival, Dalton

Last full weekend ~ Farmers Day, various locations, visitkimball.com,

(308) 241-0573, Kimball

OCTOBER
1st weekend ~ Oktoberfest and Cruisin’ Class Rod & Roll Show,
cruisenclass.com, 10955 Highway 30, (308) 254-4030, Sidney

NOVEMBER

Saturday before Thanksagiving ~ Annual Arts & Crafts Fair, Keith County
Fairgrounds, 110 W. 5th St., explorekeithcounty.com, (800) 658-4390, Ogallala
Friday after Thanksgiving ~ Fort Sidney Museum and Post Commanders Home
Lamplight Tours, sidneycheyennecountytourism.com, Sidney

DECEMBER

All month ~ Santa’s Workshop and Winter Wonderland, visitnorthplatte.com,
Cody Park, 1400 N. Jeffers, North Platte

1st Thursday ~ Parade of Lights, downtown Ogallala, explorekeithcounty.com,
(800) 658-4390, Ogallala

Weekends ~ Christmas at the Cody's, Buffalo Bill State Historical Park,

2921 Scouts Rest Ranch Road, (308) 535-8035, North Platte

Highway. It was large for its time, once having 18 gasoline
pumps. The old station building and the deserted pumps are

all that remain today.
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Kimball, Pop. 3,689

kimballne.org

In 1913, the year the Lincoln Highway began, Kimball County
had 32 automobiles. By
September 1914, every
fifth telephone pole in
the county carried the
Lincoln Highway logo.
The route through
town is still marked to-
day with metal Lincoln
Highway signs. The
Wheat Growers Ho-
tel was built in 1918
and was considered the most glamorous hotel between Omaha
and Denver. Dwight Eisenhower stayed there in 1919 during
his historic military trip the Lincoln Highway. With 86 rooms, a
restaurant and ballroom, the hotel became the hub for railroad

travelers and locals alike. The building is under renovation.

Four Winds Golf Course

Box 22 E. Hwy 30 | (308) 235-4241 | At nearly 5000 feet
elevation, this 18-hole championship golf course is the highest
in Nebraska.

e

Potter, Pop. 337
potterne.com

A descendant

of the original
owner has carefully

converted an early

CoNOCO SERVICE STATION

1920s Conoco ser-
vice station into an antique shop. The Lincoln Highway route is
marked through town with metal Lincoln Highway signs.

Potter Sundry/Duck-
pin Bowling Alley

324 Chestnut Street |
(308) 879-4548 |

Home of the Tin Roof
Sundae, this old fashioned
soda fountain is home to
what is believed to be the
only working duckpin

bowling alley west of the Mississippi.
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Sidney, Pop. 6,914
sidnevchevennecountytourism.com

Dude’s Steak House opened in 1952 and remains authen-
tic, with old west murals
on the inside walls and
western décor through-

out. Historic downtown

Sidney has many preserved

buildings from the Lincoln
Highway era. Both the Car-
negie Library built in 1914,

now housing the Cheyenne

Dupe's Steak House
County Chamber of Com-
merce, and the post office are still in use. The route is marked

through town with metal Lincoln Highway signs.

Fort Sidney Museum & Post Commanders Home

1108 Sixth Avenue | (866) 545-4030 | Original buildings built
in 1869 as part of the Sidney Barracks still remain to house a
museum and to show how life was lived by the soldiers guard-
ing the railroad workers. Open Memorial Day through Labor

Day or by appointment.

Home of Cabela’s
One Cabela Drive |
(308) 254-7889 | This
world-famous outfitter
offers entertaining and

educational displays, a mu-

seum quality trophy animal

diorama and a towering - )
CaBELA'S

conservation mountain.

Lodgepole, Pop. 319
lodgepolene.com

The historic opera
house building is
closed, but the build-
ing’s rustic appearance
and old signage take
you back to another
time. Downtown, the

old Finch’s Drug and

s e g

Sundries now houses LobgepoLe Historic Opera House

an antique store.



Chappell, Pop. 926
chappellne.org
Chappell Memorial Library

289 Babcock Avenue | (308) 874-2626 | The library houses

a large Nebraska rock exhibit and the art collection of Mrs.
Charles Henry Chappell, wife of the town’s founder, including

paintings from famous Nebraska artist Aaron Gunn Pyle.

Big Springs, Pop. 400
ci.big.springs.ne.us

Built in 1885 and on the
National Register of His-
toric Places, the renovated
Phelps Hotel housed

railroad workers staying in

PHELPS MOTEL

Big Springs between shifts. It
again welcomes visitors for special occasions, including use of

the coffee shop and sleeping rooms.

Big Springs Natural Spring

Located at Swimming Pool Park, this natural spring was used in
the late 1800s to supply water to the railroad, and is in work-
ing order today. Big Springs is also site of the Sam Bass train

robbery.

Brule, Pop. 316
The utility poles are painted with Lincoln Highway signs to
show the old Lincoln Highway route through town - the tradi-

tional way of marking the route.

Ogallala, Pop. 4,606
visitogallala.com

A Standard Oil Red Crown
filling station in 1922, the
historic Spruce Street Station
is graced with pumps from the
1930s. Owned by the city, the
completely renovated station

is a visitors center during the

CoNoco SERVICE STATION

summer, with a garage avail-

able year—round for groups and gatherings.

Boot Hill Cemetery
West 10th Street & Parkhill
Drive. This is the final resting
place for many cowboys,
drifters, and settlers (most

buried with their boots on)

who helped make Ogallala
a booming cowtown in the

1800s.

k&m

Boot HiLL CEMETERY
Front Street

519 East First Street | (308) 284-6000 | ogallalafrontstreet.
com | Ogallala’s Front Street recreates a Wild West cowtown,
fitting as Ogallala was the end of the western cattle trails of the
1800’s. Located right along the Lincoln Highway, you'll find an
Old West museum, gift shop and top quality steakhouse. The
Crystal Palace Revue entertains crowds every night through the

sumimer.

Lake McConaughy

9 miles north of Ogallala. Fishing has long been the primary
lure to Nebraska’s largest reservoir, with clear, deep water and
over 100 miles of

white sandy beach.

Petrified Wood
Gallery

418 East 1st Street

| (308) 284-999%6 |
petrifiedwoodgallery.

LAake McCoNAUGHY

com | A prize-win-

ning collection of hand-crafted art work specializing in ancient
woods, fossils and many rare pieces of petrified wood, some
millions of years old, collected by twin brothers Howard and

Harvey Kenfield for over 45 years. Open year-round.

Paxton, Pop. 529

Ole’s Big Game Steakhouse and Lounge opened one
minute after midnight August 9, 1933, which is the day Prohibi-
tion ended. For over 50 years, Ole traveled the world in search
of trophy game. Today, more than 200 mounts adorn the wall

of this famous family eatery alongside memorabilia from the
1930s, ‘40s and ‘50s.
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Sutherland, Pop. 1,356
villageofsutherland.com
Sutherland State
Aid Bridge

Five miles north of
Sutherland on Prairie
Trace Road you'll
cross the historic
State Aid Bridge and
enter the Nebraska
Sandhills. The Suther-
land Bridge is tech-

SUTHERLAND STATE AID BRIDGE

nologically significant

as the best example in the state of concrete arch construction.,
Moreover, of the 17 multiple-span concrete arch bridges built
under the state aid program in the 1910s and 1920s, all but the
Sutherland Bridge have been destroyed or substantially altered,
leaving this structure as the sole intact example of this import-
ant construction trend. The Missouri River bridges aside, the
Sutherland State Aid Bridge is the most important vehicular

span in Nebraska.

{

Mormon and Oregon Trail Ruts
Just past the bridge in the high sand bluffs to the east, you’ll
see the best remaining
ruts from the Mormon
Trail, preserved in

the prairie grasses. An
interpretive marker

on the site displays the
words of Mormon pi-

oneers as they reached

this exact spot. Oregon

Trail ruts are preserved

OREGON TRAIL RUTS - Jim WEST PHOTOGRAPHY

at the eastbound rest

area on Interstate 80
just east of the Sutherland Exit. Several interpretive panels tell
the story of the great westward migration, and large iron wagon
wheels are set into the swales that remain of the ruts made by

thousands of wagons passing over the fragile prairie.
Restored Service Station
Located on the west edge of Sutherland, this former service sta-

tion, built near 1927, was most recently a Frontier Gas Station.
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It had been vacant for many generations until it was restored in
2013.

Hershey, Pop. 664

Stones and Bones Gallery and Emporium | 105 East
2nd Street | (308) 368-7400 | stonesandbonesofnebraska.
com | Stones and Bones is a unique gallery of art and artifacts.
The displays are offered

for public viewing free

(LA RR RO VS Y PR MR U BRI RN
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of charge. The museum
features an assemblage
of western and wildlife
artand a premier private

collection of native Stone

Age artifacts from rural
western Nebraska. Not

i

. TO ND Bo ALLERY AND EMPORIUM
always open, it’s best to SHTONES # NES G b

call ahead.

North Platte, Pop. 24,327

visitnorthplatte.com

Starting at approximately the point Scouts Rest Ranch Road
enters Highway 30 west of North Platte and continuing west
for six miles, travelers along the Nebraska Lincoln Highway
Scenic and Historic Byway will be motoring on the last section
of the coast-to-coast roadway to be hard surfaced. At 2 p.m. on
November 5, 1935, digni-
taries gathered at a golden
ribbon that was strung
across the highway here.
A company of National
Guardsmen was on hand
as a guard of honor, along
with a special police force
to regulate the parade
watchers. Lined up back
to the east were an ox-
drawn covered wagon, a
Concord coach, a horse
and buggy, dozens of new
G REST RARGH and antique automobiles,
and even a “plainsman” on horseback, waiting for the ribbon to
be cut. A popular attraction today, the Old Lincoln Highway
took tourists by Buffalo Bill State Historical Park in North



1 g
115 | 8

g L

BurFaLo BiLL STATE HisTORICAL PARK

Platte. Buffalo Bill Cody’s beautiful ranch and home were built
during the heyday of his Wild West Show which was begun in
North Platte. His magnificent mansion and large barn along
with several outbuildings have been preserved and filled with
Cody and period memorabilia. The original 1913 highway
followed local farm-to-market roads which usually proved to
be the best available in the area. From North Platte to Gothen-
burg, this “stair-step” section of the Highway is completely
paved and provides a scenic route through the Platte River
Valley, passing numerous monuments to the western trails and
to the Pony Express. For the exact route, refer to the Lincoln

Highway map at LincolnHighwayAssoc.org/ map/

Golden Spike Tower & Visitor Center

1249 Homestead Road | (308) 532-9920 | goldenspiketower.
com | See a panoramic
view of Union Pacific’s
Bailey Yard, the world’s
largest railroad yard, and
the sweeping Platte River
Valley. The Visitor Center
includes railroad memo-

rabilia and a well stocked

gift shop. Open year-

round.

GOoLDEN SPIKE ToweR & VisiTor CENTER

Lincoln County Historical Museum
2403 North Buf-
falo Bill Avenue |
(308) 534-5640 |
lincolncountymu-
seum.org | The
museum houses
the famous World
War II Canteen
exhibit, which

LincoLn County HisToricAL MUSEUM

tells the story of local volunteers who served more than 6
million servicemen and women during World War II. A western
prairie village, complete with homes, schools, churches and

railway depot, is located behind the museum.
Cody Park Train Museum

1400 North Jeffers Cody Park | (308) 535-6719 | The only

Challenger 3900 series steam locomotive on public display,

G

accompanied by a
6900 series diesel
locomotive. These two
e locomotives have a
" combined horsepower
of more than 12,000!

=SSR : Also on display is a

| fully restored railroad

depot, several rail cars,
Copy Park TRAIN MUSEUM :
a caboose and railroad

memorabilia.

Fort Cody Trading Post

221 Halligan Drive | (308) 532-8081 | fortcody.com |
Changing with the times, when Interstate 80 opened, the Fort
Cody Trading Post
made its way from
the historic Lincoln
Highway to the Inter-
state. Today this Old

West museum and gift =

shop is one of North
Platte’s most icon-
ic attractions, right
down to the Mulffler

Man Indian in the

ForT Copy TrADING PosT

parade ground.

20th Century Veterans Memorial

2811 South Jeffers | (308) 532-6579 | 20thcvetsmem.org |
The five major branches of the armed forces and the five major
conflicts of the 20th century are memorialized by larger than

life bronze statues and a 15-foot-tall brick bas-relief mural.
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Feather River Vineyard

5700 SE State Farm Road | (308) 696-0078 | feather-river.

com | Located on the original “stair-step” 1913 alignment of

the Lincoln Highway, Feather River Vineyards is perched in
the lush and scenic

= Loess Hills just south

of North Platte. The

vineyard is the largest

in the state and is open

: for tastings, private

| parties and group

tours.

FEATHER RIVER VINEYARD

Grain Bin Antique Town

10641 S Old Hwy 83 | (308) 539-7401 | grainbinantique-
town.com | Grain Bin Antique Towns features 19 historic
wooden, octagon granaries that are full of primitives and
antiques of all types. Specialties include many vintage farm
items, decorative iron
pieces and. Located
in the beautiful hills
just south of the
original 1913 align-
ment of the Lincoln
Highway south of
North Platte.

GRrAN BIN ANTIQUE TowN

K/JZ %Z‘/ %/ WOWILKINSON,

Holiday Inn
Express

LEXINGTON HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS
1-80 Exit 237 * 2605 Plum Creek Pkwy, Lexington, NE
308-324-9900 * www.hiexpress.com/lexingtonne

24 Hr Indoor Pool * Free Breakfast * Free WiFi

LEXINGTON COMFORT INN

2810 Plum Creek Pkwy ¢ I-80 Exit 237 ¢ Lexington, NE
308-324-3747 - www.comfortinn.com

Indoor Pool & Spa ° Free Breakfast * Free WiFi

NORTH PLATTE BEST WESTERN PLUS
North Platte’s Newest Hotel! Opening Spring 2016

1-80 Exit 177 » 3201 S. Jeffers St, North Platte, NE

308-534-3120 » www.bestwestern.com
24 Hr Indoor Pool & Spa ¢ Free Wifi » Free Breakfast

NORTH PLATTE HOWARD JOHNSON INN
Newly Renovated-Spring of 2016!

dHoward Johnson" |

INN

1-80 Exit 177 » 1209 S. Dewey, North Platte, NE
308-532-0130 » www. wyndham.com

Free WiFi » Free Breakfast
NORTH PLATTE HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS

Holiday Inn
Express

1-80 Exit 177 » 300 Holiday Frontage Rd, North Platte, NE
308-532-9500 » 888-652-9500 * www.hiexpress.com/northplattene

24 Hr Indoor Pool & Spa * Free Breakfast * Free WiFi
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Maxwell, Pop. 308
Located three miles south of Maxwell, Fort McPherson once
guarded wagon trains and workers building America’s first
transcontinental railroad. By the time the original Lincoln
Highway passed by in 1913, it had already been a National
Cemetery for 40 years and was the final resting place of soldiers
from the Indian wars
and Civil War. Fort
McPherson Na-
tional Cemetery
now serves more
than 7,000 veterans
of America’s armed

forces.

ForT McPHERSON CEMETERY

Visit Sidney,
Lodgepole & Potter
Just off the Lincoln Highway

Events, Attractions; History; Relaxation... .
whatever you & your family enjoy, you can find it here!

CHEYENNE COUNTY VISITORS CENTER
658 GLOVER RoAD, SIDNEY, NE 69162
866-545-4030 *308-254-4030
sidneycheyennecountytourism.com

CkeA0)

@.North Platte Country Bluegrass Festival 4/%
’ LAST WEEKEND OF EVERY APRIL!

*All Concerts SENERAL STORE *Saturday Band
Indoors! %/ Showcase!
*Great Food! ' *Camping
*Kids 12 & e —— Available!
under FREE! - * I
Nationally Recognized CraftShow

\ Bluegrass Artists!

Tickets or information call: 308-340-4552
www.npcountrybluegrassfestival.weebly.com

Come stay with us
as you make
YOUuP way across
The Lircolr Highway!

220 Eugene Avenue
North Platte, NE 69101
(308) 532-4224

www.Super8.com

Like us on
Facebook

Pets are welcome!

Experience the Short Grass Prairie and take in some amazing vistas with an
eco-tour by Prairie Adventure Tours. Golf the championship Four Winds Golf
Course. Picnic, fish, or swim at Oliver Reservoir. Spring and summer bring
birding and prairie wildflower opportunities. Learn about more things to do in
the Kimball area at the High Point Welcome Center of Western Nebraska. This

Slice of Americana is located along the historic Lincoln Highway.

Places to stay:

1st Interstate Inn ~ 308-235-4601
Days Inn ~ 308-235-4671

Finer Motel ~ 308-235-4878
Motel Kimball ~ 308-235-4404
Sleep For Less ~ 308-235-4878
Super 8 Motel ~ 308-235-4888

Kimball Area Tourism
“Growing Eco-Agr Tourism’

Kimball Area Tourism * 204 S. Kimball, Blvd. (I-80, Exit 20) * Kimball, NE 69145 |
308-241-0573 * www.visitkimball.com * visit@kimballne.org "
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A 1919 Army Convoy in Cheyenrie County. It was during
this transcontinental trip that then Lt. Col. Dwight
D. Eisenhower realized the value of a network of
highways to connect the nation’s cities and coasts. As
president, Eisenhower spearheaded the movement for a
transcontinental interstate highway system.

Lot i
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C1SENNOWEr's
Caravan

Modern highways and interstates
allow Americans to travel anywhere
safely and rapidly. But before today’s
highways and interstates, advocates
and motoring pioneers had to carve
out the first roads suitable
for automobiles
— including the
Lincoln Highway.

It was one
of the Lincoln
Highway’s
early travelers,
then-Lt. Col.
Dwight D.
Eisenhower, who
realized during a
transcontinental Army
the value of a network
connect the nation’s cities and coasts.

The purpose of the convoy was two-fold. First, the
caravan was to test the motor vehicle for army transportation,
but more importantly, the caravan was to test road conditions
of the highway and promote improvement. The trip focused
attention on the poor condition of the highway and the need for
a good transcontinental route, especially in the West.

Because of the deplorable road conditions in Nebraska,
it took the caravan 10 days to cross the state. On Aug. 5, the
convoy was held up for seven hours near North Platte. Their
heavy trucks were stuck in quicksand that appeared dry on
the surface because of evaporating water. In a telegram sent
to Washington, First. Lt. E.R. Jackson stated that the 200-foot
stretch of highway was the “worst stretch of road we have yet
encountered.”

This stretch of the Lincoln Highway would prove to be a
problem for the road department for at least another decade.

After the caravan crossed Nebraska, the Army reported that
the entire length of the highway in the state was dirt, with the
exception of some city streets and the three areas of seedling
miles at Grand Island, Kearney and Fremont.

West of Dawson County, the road remained no more than a
rutted trail.

Eisenhower wasn’t the first American with a vision for
widespread motorized travel.

As Americans increasingly adopted automobiles for their
transportation, it became clear that wagon and carriage roads

convoy in 1919
of highways to

weren’t good enough. With the move away from horse-drawn
transportation came the need for better roads, and so the U.S.
Good Roads Association was formed.

The Good Roads Association was among organizations,
including the Lincoln Highway Association, that advocated for
highways to connect U.S. cities. To demonstrate the desire for
improved roads, many motorists attempted cross-country trips
over the relatively few improved roads that existed at the time.

Dedication of the Lincoln Highway in 1913 was a boon to
transcontinental travel. As the nation’s interest in automobiles
piqued, writers churned out how-to books for would-be travelers,
and in 1915, a film crew crossed the nation from coast to coast.

The “Three-Mile Picture Show,” named for the length of
film used in producing the movie, required a convoy of vehicles
traveling for four months.

Among the early transcontinental motor convoys were three
US. Army truck trains, including the 1919 Motor Transport
Corps convoy from Washington, D.C., to San Francisco.

Eisenhower, who was one of the 24 officers on the 1919
convoy, later became supreme commander of Allied Forces in
World War II and served as U.S. president from 1953 to 1961.

Convinced of'the value of transcontinental travel, Eisenhower
spearheaded the movement for a transcontinental interstate
highway system.

Today, Interstate 80 mostly parallels the route of the Lincoln
Highway that Eisenhower first followed in 1919.
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Eleven properties along the route of the
Lincoln Highway in Nebraska are listed on
the National Register. ‘

M Sidney Business Historic District,
downtown Sidney, Cheyenne County

M Fremont Commercial Historic District,
downtown Fremont, Dodge County

M Lincoln Highway, County Road 120,
east of Elkhorn, Douglas County

M Gloe Brothers Service Station, U.S. 30
and 11th St. in Wood River, Hall County

M Hotel Yancey (Yancey Motor Hotel),
123 N. Locust St. in Grand Island, Hall
County

M Roscoe State Aid Bridge (State Link
51B over South Platte River), one-half
mile south of Roscoe, Keith County

B Wheat Growers Hotel, 102 S. Oak St. in
Kimball, Kimball County

B Columbus Commercial Historic
District, downtown Columbus, Platte
County

B Columbus Loup River Bridge, U.S. 30
over the Loup River in Columbus

W Hotel Yancey (Hotel Pawnee), 221 E.
Fifth St. in North Platte, Lincoln County

B Welsh Motor Court, First Street between
East B and East C Streets, Ogallala

* The Sidney, Columbus and Fremont historic
districts include individual buildings that contribute
to the larger historic district with a period of
signifi-cance related to the time period when the
highway passed through these cities.



Train Underpass in 1923 and present day.
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The Lincoln Highway was dedicated on Oct. 31, 1913, about
50 years after the Union Pacific Railroad became the United
States’ first transcontinental railroad, so it was no coincidence
that the highway followed much of the same path as the
railroad across Nebraska.

Americans traveling on the Oregon, Mormon and
California trails were the first to establish the paths that
headed westward along the banks of the Platte River across
much of Nebraska.

Because the Lincoln Highway was a historical “first,”
much of what travelers viewed and experienced might
seem odd by modern standards of highway travel, but the
Americans who built the Lincoln Highway and rolled across
it were exploring new territories.

In 1924, there were almost 463 miles of the Lincoln
Highway in Nebraska. Of that total, 329 miles were graded
gravel, 84 miles were graded earth, 19 miles were brick, 15
miles were paved streets, 10 miles were concrete and almost
six miles were asphalt.

In the early days, telephone poles with painted signs
and arrows pointed the way for travelers. Soon, Boy Scouts
installed scores of concrete signposts that carried the familiar
symbols of the Lincoln Highway, a blue letter “L’ with stripes
of blue and red on top and bottom.

Much of the 463 miles of the Lincoln Highway in
Nebraska was unpaved in the early years. To encourage
paving, towns were challenged to create “seedling miles” of
concrete or brick to demonstrate the advantages of paving.
The Lincoln Highway Association preached: “Great oaks
from little acorns will grow; long roads of concrete from
‘seedling miles’ will spring.” Hall and Buffalo counties in
central Nebraska were the nation’s leaders to plant their little
“acorns.” Hall County dedicatde its seedling mile just east of
Grand Island in 1915, followed shortly by Buffalo County’s
seedling mile west of Kearney. The last stretch of the Lincoln
Highway to be paved was near North Platte in 1933.

The Lincoln Highway Association’s early guide for
travelers boasted the highway would be “of varying degrees
of excellence,” but the dirt roads Americans encountered
caused many difficulties for the early automobiles. Motorists
carried several spare tires because flats occurred so frequently
— about four every 100 miles. Across many stretches, the
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speed limit was about 20 mph, and even slower when the
highway passed through towns. Omabha strictly enforced its 8
mph speed limit.

The name of the Lincoln Highway became a number —
U.S. Highway 30 — after the federal highway numbering
system was adopted in 1928. The entry point of the Highway
30 into Nebraska changed in 1929 from Omabha to Blair, and
it remains so today.

Today’s U.S. Highway 30 follows a mostly straight course
across Nebraska, but the Lincoln Highway sometimes jogged
north or south, often in order to link with paved sections and
sometimes because of property boundaries. One segment
between Gothenburg and North Platte appears on the map to
be stair steps because the old highway route jogged so many
times. The route also jogged through towns. In Omaha, the
Lincoln Highway crossed into Nebraska on Douglas Street,
jogged to Farnam Street, and finally headed west on Dodge
Street. As time passed and the Lincoln Highway gave way to
U.S. Highway 30, there were fewer turns.

Lincoln Highway Association vice president and secretary
Arthur R. Pardington was quoted in 1913 in the Omaha
World-Herald, “God Almighty put Omaha on the Lincoln
Highway and Omaha should do what the Almighty will not:
in gratitude supply what money it can to push the work.”
Unlike modern highways, the Lincoln Highway sprang to
life with private donations and community support, including
$1 million pledged by the U.S. automobile industry. Omaha
later was described glowingly by author Emily Post. Writing
for Colliers Magazine, she said, “In Omaha, the avenues are
so splendidly wide that they can afford chalked-off parking
places in the center of the streets where motorists can stand
unmolested and indefinitely. If only New York and Boston
had the space to follow their example!”

In July 1919, the U.S. Army sent a truck caravan across
the country from Washington to San Francisco. The caravan
rolled onto the Lincoln Highway in central Pennsylvania to
test whether the highway could withstand the pounding of
heavy military vehicles. Among soldiers in the caravan was
then-Lt. Col. Dwight D. Eisenhower, who as U.S. president
campaigned for an interstate highway to link the United
States’ two sea coasts. The result was Interstate 80, which
opened in 1962,




~- a sensational message that the nation’s first transcontinental highway would. route right through t

k2
LY

On a chilly Halloween night in 1913, cities across' the Codntry were ablaze in the bigge: ratic
America had ever seen. Ten thousand Omaha citizens flocked to the corner of 18th and Farnam
City Hall (pictured above) to hear Lincoln Highway Association State Consul H.E. Frederickson ‘speak.

to be called the Lincoln Highway in honor of President Abraham Lincoln and was created to expand American tourism and -
economic growth An excited crowd listened to a-lively band play in the autumn air and watched a brilliant, $100 fireworks =~ -
display explode in the night sky. Union Pacific Railroad donated elght wagonloads ‘of o|d railroad ties for the occasion. They R

were stacked and ignited for a huge bonfire.
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Explore the historic Lincoln Highway in Central Nebraska! See the Gothenburg Berm, a nationally significant piece of the
remaining “stair steps.” In Cozad you'll cross the 100th Meridian and be in the geographic center of the United States and
the Lincoln Highway. Stroll and shop on The Bricks in downtown Kearney. Enjoy the Lincoln Highway Visitors Center
in Shelton that features exhibits and memorabilia, and a must-see in Grand Island is the only remaining section of a paved
Seedling Mile in the United States.
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Central County Contacts

Cozad/Dawson County Kearney/Buffalo County
Cozad Chamber of Commerce Kearney Visitors Bureau
Visitors Center 1007 Second Ave, Kearney
135 W. Eighth St., Cozad (800) 652-9435

¥ (308) 784-3930 visitkearney.org

cozadnebraska.net
Lexington/Dawson County

Gothenburg/Dawson County Lexington Chamber of Commerce
Gothenburg Chamber of Visitors Center
Commerce/Visitors Center 1501 Plum Creek Pkwy #2A, Lexington
1001 Lake Ave., Gothenburg (308) 324-5504
(800) 482-5520 lexcoc.org

gothenburgdelivers.com

Grand Island/Hall County CVB

Grand Island/Hall County Visitors Center
2424 S. Locust St., Suite C, Grand Island
(800) 658-3178

visitgrandisland.com

IKENSINGER SERVICE & SuppLY, GRAND |SLAND
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Gothenburg, Pop. 3,558
gothenburgdelivers.com
Located in Ehmen Park, the
Pony Express Station was
as popular during the Lincoln
Highway era as it is today.
Moved from its original site to . , :
preserve the building, it opened GoTHENBURS BERM
to the public in 1954 attracting
over 20-30,000 visitors annually. The Gothenburg berm, a
nationally significant piece of the remaining “stair steps,”is lo-
cated one mile south of Interstate 80, connecting with Highway
47. Since there was no bridge over the Platte River west of Go-
thenburg for many years, the Lincoln Highway turned south at
Gothenburg and followed a stair step of roads to North Platte.

The historic stair steps can be followed on the road map today.

Pony Express Stations
Ehmen Park, 15th & Lake
Avenue | (800) 482-5520
| gothenburgdelivers.

com | Relive history when
you stop in Gothenburg,
home to two Pony Express ) ’PY'E);P'F'Q S
Stations — the Midway, on
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its original ranch site south of town, and the Sam Macchette
station, located in Ehmen Park. Guides are available to tell the

story of the Pony Express and pioneer history.

Gothenburg Historical Museum

1420 Avenue F | (800) 482-5520 | gothenburghistory.org |
This museum is adjacent to the Pony Express Station in Ehmen
Park. Browse through and enjoy the items from an era of the
past. See how Gothenburg was to become the “Little Chicago”
of Nebraska with the implementation of water-generated elec-
tricity in 1890.

Lake Helen

22nd & Lake Avenue | (800) 482-5520 | The lake was created
in the early 1890s by digging a canal from the Platte River to a
dammed canyon to create a reservoir. A power plant was built,
electricity was generated and it was promoted to make Gothen-
burg the “Little Chicago” of Nebraska. It was selected as Project
of the Century in 1999 and offers a picturesque recreation area
with a walking trail, picnic shelters and playground. A Lincoln
Highway campground, adjacent to the lake, was a popular
campsite for the travelers in the early days of the highway. The
campground is still there and provides a shady repose at the end

of the day for current day travelers.



DAWSON COUNTY ROBERT HENRI MUSEUM 100TH MERIDIAN

GOTHENBURG HISTORICAL HEARTLAND MUSEUM
HISTORICAL MUSEUM & HISTORICAL WALKWAY MUSEUM MUSEUM OF MILITARY VEHICLES
805 N. Taft Street | 218 E. 8th Street 206 E. 8th Street 1420 Avenue F 606 Heartland Road
Lexington, NE 68850 | Cozad, NE 69130 Cozad, NE 69130 Gothenburg, NE 69138 Lexington, NE 68850
308-324-5340 | 308-784-4154 308-784-3930 308-537-4214 308-324-6329
www.dchsmuseum.com www.roberthenrimuseum.org www.cozadchamber.com www.gothenburghistory.org ~ www.heartlandmuseum.com

peenatn e B BB B WAWM S5 |

Jasdsd ;mwiopw,"‘“””m = S
EVENTS: Lex Fall Fest-Labor Day Weekend e Plum Creek Rodeo-2nd Weekend in June
AR LEXINGTON LODGING: Econolodge-50 rooms Comfort Inn-49 rooms ® Days Inn-30 rooms  Minuteman Motel-36 rooms
I.EX|NG'|'O NEBRASKA

Holiday Inn Express—70 rooms Lexington Super 8 Motel-47 rooms

ANTIQUE SHOPS: Bargain John’s Antiques, 700 S. Washington Street ¢ Memories Antiques, 75933 Road 434 e Chester’s Antiques, 110 East River Road
WINERY: Mac’s Creek Vineyard & Winery—43315 Rd 757, www.macscreekvineyards.com

RECREATION: Family Aquatic Center ® Optimist Field e 6 Parks ® Bowling Alley * Skate Park e Field House e Stock Car Racing ¢ Majestic Theatre  YMCA
Lakeside Country Club (18 holes) e Overton Golf Course (9 holes)

For more information about Lexington area businesses, attractions, and services visit the Lexington Tourism and Visitor's Bureau’s website @ www.visitlexington.org
Paid for by Lexington CVB

County Nebraska Trail

Join us as we celebrate our
farming and quilting heritage
and share Cozad's art culture.
Visit the Barn Quilts of Dawson
County Nebraska Facebook
page or cozadchamber.com
for a growing list of barn quilt
sites and more
information.

Barn Quilts of Dawson

Y

Robert Henri Quilts Around Taste of Cozad
Arts Festival the Block Christmas
4th Saturday — Biennial Event, === - Event
of June Bands, Brews comingin Hay Days 1st Saturday
& BBQs August 2017 Celebration of December
2nd Saturday & Carnival
of July 2nd Weekend
of September

Visit CozadChamber.com for more information
Sponsored by Cozad Chamber of Commerce Tourism
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Tim
Cozad, Pop. 3,934
cozadnebraska.net

Robert Henri Museum and Historical Walkway

218 E. Eighth Street | (308) 784-4154 or (308) 784-3930 | The

museum commemorates the world-renowned artist for whom it

is named. Robert Henri
was the son of Cozad’s
founding father, John

J. Cozad. The building,
built by the Cozad family
more than a century ago,
was Henri’s childhood
home. When the family

RoBerT HENRI MUSEUM

left, it served Lincoln Highway travelers as the Hendee Hotel.
Visit the Robert Henri Art Gallery to see the largest collection
of Henri sketches on display in the world. Open May through

September.

100th Meridian Museum & Visitor Center
206 E. Eighth Street| (308) 784-1100 | Located next door
to the Robert Henri Museum is the 100th Meridian Museum.
Once a Lincoln nghway car garage, the museum is now home

? to the rare Yellowstone
Concord Touring Coach
and exhibits telling the
story of our rich heritage
of early settlers as well as
presenting a portrayal of

contemporary life. Take a

= : " tour of our historical and
100TH MERIDIAN MUSEUM authentic Pony Express
Station, Little Church by the Park and Pioneer School. Shop at

the Grow Nebraska store located at both museums.

Original Union Pacific Depot

Meridian and Hwy 30 | (308) 784-2804 | This original UP
depot, contains many of its original items, and is located on the
Lincoln Highway. It is situated
on the 100th meridian, an im-
portant demarcation line where
“the humid east meets the arid

west.”

UP Derot
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Lexington, Pop. 10,146

lexcoc.org

The Olive House at 401 East 13th Street in Lexington is listed
on the National Register of Historic Places. The Olive family

was a prominent Texas family who came to Nebraska and was
instrumental to the introduction of cattle to the area. Stories are
told of the conflicts between the ranchers and the homesteaders,
a lynching and trial that received national attention. Ira Olive
became a successful banker and cattleman in the late 1800s and
the early 1900s.

Dawson County Historical Museum

805 North Taft Street | 308-324-5340 | dchsmuseum.com |
The main facility offers a collection of historic artifacts, unique
exhibits, research library, art gallery and museum gift shop.
Must-sees include the Columbian mammoth, baby biplane, quilt
collection, period rooms, farm machinery and log cabin. The
Wheels of Progress exhibit tells of the Union Pacific Railroad,
telegraph and the Lincoln Highway/U.S. Highway Archives,
library and depot.

Heartland Museum of
Military Vehicles

[-80 Exit 237 and U.S. Hwy
283| 606 Heartland Road |
(308) 324-6329 | heartland-

museum.com | See, touch

and even sit in some of the

HEeARTLAND MUSEUM OF
MILITARY VEHICLES

vehicles which date from
World War II. The vehicles
are restored to working condition and are ready to roll at a
moment’s notice. Weapons, uniforms, equipment, photos, a gift

shop and more are on exhibit.

Mac’s Creek Vineyard
43315 Road 757 | (308) 324-0440 | macscreckvineyards.com
Mac’s Creek Winery & Vineyards is family owned and operat-

ed by the McFarland family, i
and they are committed to
producing quality Nebraska
wines for all to share. The
vineyard lies along the banks
of the beautiful Spring Creek

just one-half mile north of

Lexington on Uu.s. Highway

Mac's CREeK VINEYARD



CREATION o

on Highway 2,
M U S E U M on the west side

& ROCK SHOP of Broken Bow, NE.

Open Tuesday-Saturday
A museum dedicated from 10am to 5:30pm
to the truth of the Closed Sunday & Monday
Bibleandthe Call 308-880-0407
untruth of or email us at

evolution boneyardmuseum@hotmail.com for an appointment anytime.

Eé’i‘/ Bros 74975 Rd 444
I-80 Exit 248

y cf,??!" i@ Of Z?’ECZ?@ Overton, Ne 68863
308-987-211l

OVERTON SCOUTS PRESERVE
LINCOLN HIGHWAY BRIDGE

Kearney Hub photo by Malena Ward

2004 Webelo Scouts, from left, Trenton Lammers, Will Bauer
and Jacob Hagemeister and their Pack 141 leader Roger Bauer
adopted the Lincoln Highway bridge just east of Overton.
(not pictured: Preston Meier, Zach Olmstead,

Jacob Olmstead and Jacob Zern)

The Scouts reunited to refurbish the bridge in 2012
Sponsored by:
Security First Bank
Dan’s Sanitation
Cornerstone Tax Service - Lexington, NE
Dan McClenahan, DDS — Overton Dental

| All hotels newly renovated and offering

* Free Breakfast
~® Free High Speed Internet

o Pillow Top Beds
~® Indoor Pool & Hot Tub

Super 8-Kearney
308-234-5513

Rodeay Inn-Kearney ~ Ro ewcly

308-698-2810 308 784-4900

Clean, Friendly and
Affordable Accommodations
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21, what was once the early route of the Lincoln Highway. Ten
different types of grapes, including red and white varieties are
used to create their wines. Special activities are always on the

calendar posted on their website.

Overton, Pop. 588

One-quarter mile east of Overton, between Highway 30 and the
Union Pacific Railroad tracks,
is an old Lincoln Highway
concrete bridge. The bridge
sits on the highway’s original
location and has a logo on the
Rl TS outside wing wall, recently
OverTon Brioee painted by Boy Scouts.

Elm Creek, Pop. 934

elmcreekne.com

On the east edge of town are several buildings with red tile roofs
from the former Red Top Cabin Camp. Early travelers spent

the night under the stars at tourist camps that offered shade and
a place to park. Over time cabin camps with individual cabins
evolved; in some cases, the cabins were connected and called

motels.

Kearney, Pop. 32,469
visitkearney.org

West of Kearney, a
covered wagon

and its pair of cement
oxen were built in

1932 and in 1939

it became part of a
souvenir store. A fire
destroyed the store in
1951. The oxen and
covered wagon remain
on the site. Located on the south side is a marker commemorat-
ing the 1733 Ranch. 1733 miles is the midway point between
Boston & San Francisco. Museum of Nebraska Art (MONA)
is housed in a 1911 Renaissance Revival building that once
served as a post office. MONA collects, preserves and exhib-

its work from artists with connections to Nebraska. Kearney’s
historic downtown district, called The Bricks, is adjacent to

the Lincoln Highway and is a nostalgic brick street and has been
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a retail destination for
over 100 years. The

Historic World The-
ater in downtown Ke-

arney opened its doors

WORLD THEATRE

in 1927 as a vaudeville

house. By the mid-1940s the World was purely a movie theater.
It closed in 2008. Beginning in 2011, a group of locals restored
the theater to its original glory.

Kearney/Buffalo County was among the first in Nebraska to
create a Seedling Mile. The Kearney Commercial Club raised
funds to construct a Seedling Mile on West 24th Street from
present-day 19th Avenue to
30th Avenue, formerly a dirt
road. The Seedling Mile
was dedicated with a Nebras-
ka State Historical Marker in
May 2011.

G.W. Frank Museum of
History & Culture

2010 University Dr. | (308)
865-8284 | frank.unk.edu |

Built in 1889, the museum

G.W. FRaNK MUsEUM OF
History & CuLTURE

was Kearney’s most elaborate home during the city’s industrial

“boom” period. It was designed by George Frank, Jr. in the H.H.

Richardson Romanesque style as a gift for his parents, George

and Phoebe Frank, two of Kearney’s most prominent residents.

Highlights of the home included early electric lighting, hand-

carved woodwork, and a large stained glass window.

During the Lincoln Highway era, the building was part of the
Nebraska State Hospital for Tuberculosis. It is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. Today it serves asa
museum focusing on the history and culture of Kearney, and
is free and open to the

public for guided tours and

programs i

Classic Car Collection
3600 E Hwy 30 | (308)
234-1964 | classiccarcollec-
tion.org | The best public

Crassic Car COLLECTION
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GOTHENBURG

* Pony Express Station Museum
¢ Gothenburg Historical Museum
e Wild Horse Golf Club

e Historic Lincoln Hwy (U.S. Hwy 30)
® Three Motels — 150 Rooms
e Two Campgrounds

-

Pony Expresé Capital of Nebraska

Gothenburg Area Chamber of Commerce
1-80 exit 211 e Gothenburg, NE 69138
800-482-5520 » www.gothenburgdelivers.com

7
Where People Meet to Eat & Watch the Games!

| B
[ IS
I m b A )

RESTAURANT

Locally Owned Favorite For Over 30 Years

NEWLY
L3501 HE Same GREAT food,

NEW dining experience

Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner

SPORTS BAR NOW OPEN
AT 11:30 A.M.

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
All the Games in HD!

Lexington - Just South of I-80 [} K3
308-324-6641 e kirksrestaurant.com

Dawson County |
Campgrounds |

Open Year Round
48 Camping Sites ONLY

Includes water & electric

Dump Station On Site

Dawson County Fairgrounds
Lexington, Nebraska

2 Office Hours: 8am-4pm, Mon.—Ftri.

Call 308-324-3600

 Cahins e Tent Sites
« RV Sites ¢ Pool
* Trails e Playground

 Water, Electric, Dump Station
* Propane < Pet Area

* British Goods Store
Open 7:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Blue Heron
Campground

Gothenburg, NF

1102 S. Lake Ave ¢ Gothenburg, NE 69138
Dawson County » 308-537-7387
blueheroncampgroundne@gmail.com

Surprises await around every corner!

Bring your family and friends of all ages to visit the Nebraska
Prairie Museum in Holdrege. See original photos of the Buffa-
lo Bill’s Wild West show, cars and implements from the turn of
the century, and the world famous WWII German POW Inter-
pretive Center. There are over 65,000 feet of interior exhibits.

NEBRASKA i
PRAm[E Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Sat.-Sun. 1 p.m.-4 p.m.
Group Rates Available

/{//ﬂ!

OF THE PHELPS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

N. Hwy. 183 ¢ Holdrege, NE 68949-0164 ° 308-995-5015
www.nebraskaprairie.org

WINE BAR
421 W TALMAGE RD. STE 1
KEARNEY, NE 68845

308-455-4932
WWW.MACSCREEKWINEBAR.COM

VINEYARDS & WINERY
43315 RD 757
LEXINGTON, NE 68850
308-324-0440
WWW.MACSCREEKVINEYARDS.COM
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L
car attraction between Chicago and Denver includes more than
160 vintage automobiles from the early 1900s to the 1980s. The
attraction includes video and multimedia displays throughout.

Located on the Lincoln Highway, it is adjacent to Cabela’s, the
World’s Foremost QOutfitter.

The Archway

3060 East First Street | (877) 511-ARCH | archway.org | This
fantastic eight-story museum that spans Interstate 80 offers a
self-guided audio tour. From trail ruts to diners, the Archway
explores the routes
that opened and set-
tled the West. A one-
of-a-kind, award-win-
ning attraction, the
Archway boldly
presents the historic
transcontinental roads
that followed the
Platte Valley, including

THE ARCHWAY

the Lincoln Hi ghway.

Trails & Rails Museum/

Buffalo County Historical Society

710 West 11th Street (308) 234-3041 | bchs.us | Trace the

history of transportation through Buffalo County on a site
et s where the Mormon

Trail once passed. In
addition to the Union
Pacific steam engine

- and archives of the
area, displays include
an 1898 depot and
church, 1880s Freight-
ers Hotel and an 1871

school house.

TrAILS AND RAILS MUSEUM

Nebraska Firefighters Museum

2434 East First Street | (308) 338-FIRE (3473) | nebraskafire-
fightersmuseum.com | The Nebraska Firefighters Museum and
Education Center is designed to provide a place to safeguard and
preserve Nebraska’s proud firefighting heritage and to educate

individuals on fire prevention.
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Kearney Area Children’s Museum

5827 Fourth Avenue | (308) 698 2228 | kearneykidzone.com
The Museum is dedicated to developing within children and
adults a feeling of excitement about learning, a sense of family
and community. KidZone provides fun, interactive educational
experiences for children. It’s a place for children and families
to experience the world of science, cultures and the arts in a
unique, hands-on envi-

ronment.

Gibbon, Pop. 1,851
cityofgibbon.org

An old Ford garage
is now an antique car
restoration shop on

Highway 30.

Shelton, Pop. 1,079
villageofshelton.net
The last remaining
original Lincoln
Highway billboard

in Nebraska has

been repainted. The
Bromo-Seltzer
and Shelton Cash
Store billboard

dates to the 1920s
and was preserved on the shady north side of the building, one
block north of Highway 30 on Shelton’s main street, C Street.
Original Lincoln Highway bricks travel south and east

BRrROMO-SELTZER STORE

from this street corner, with diagonally patterned bricks in the
intersection, which prevented them from “stacking” from iron
wagon wheels turning the corners in the early 1900s. Patterned
street corners were common in the early years of the Lincoln

Highway for this reason.

Wood River, Pop. 1,361
\\'OOdI‘i\‘E‘rHG. com

On the east edge of town is
the historic Gloe Brothers
Service Station, which

has been carefully converted

into a drive—through bank.

GLOE BROTHERS SERVICE STATION
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15 East 24th Street
Kearney, NE ¢ 224-2475

CONSIGNMENT

Slightly used furniture & accessories ® Reasonable prices!

Open Thursdays 6pm-8pm & Saturdays 10am-5pm
118 Front Street ® Elm Creek * 308-440-7134

Cruise Nite

N— ' Hangout!
OPEN SATURDAYS OR BY APPOINTMENT
KARL D. & BEULAH TIEDE
417 HicHwAay 70 Overton, NE
308) 987-23%5

Only Roof Top Patio in Kearney!

See ALL the -“"Rides” on the
third weekend in July!

Secret to a Great Road Crip

—_— ’T DRINK & DRIVE
R TR DON
Find us at 2010 University Drive, v . KEAR N EY Tow I N G
Open: Man 1 2.55m, Sat 1 5pm; LN & REPAIR GENTER

Closed major holidays ‘ :
e “When you need us we'll be there”

are appreciated.

Explore Kearneys Past Kearney
frank.unk.edu | 308.865.8284 FOR

b MONA |

MUSEUM or NEBRASKA ART

Then find us at 2401 Central Avenue,
On the Bricks, Downtown Kearney
Open: Tue-Sat 11am-5pm, Sun 1-5pm;
Closed major holidays
Admission is free, donations
are appreciated.

=0 ¢ Jumpstarts
e Lockouts
e Tire Service
== o flir Cushion Recovery
== o 12 Units to Serve You

e Home of Kearney’s
Largest Wrecker

yoom er the story s;aA
sehind the art!

rona.unk.edu | 3088658559 (308)236-9951 * (800)976-5641

1303 E. 22" Street ® Kearney, NE ® kearneytowing.com
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Union Pacific Train Watching Wood River’s pedestrian
bridge over the Lincoln Highway/ Highway 30 provides a safe

and spectacular location to watch and photographs trains.

The Babel Barnisa 1850s to 1860s Pennsylvania bank barn.

Taken apart in rural Pennsylvania loaded onto three flatbeds
and remarkably reassembled with no nails at its present site.
The old dairy barn now serves as the Babel Agency office.
The attached metal building is rental space. The all-volunteer
Wood River Fire & Rescue Department protects 123
square miles and 3,500 people. Outside their station stands a
single firefighter keeping watch in remembrance of two brave
volunteer firefighters who gave their lives in the winter of

2004 trying to rescue a woman from a burning house.

Alda, Pop. 647

ci.alda.ne.us

Townsley-Murdock Immigrant Trail Site

North of I-80, Alda, Exit 305 | (800) 658-3178 | This
2.4-acre site contains the region’s last-known Mormon Trail
wagon ruts known as swales. First recorded by the original
Pioneer Company of Mormons led by Brigham Young, the

site features a National Park Service interpretive panel.

Grand Island, Pop. 50,000

visitgrandisland.com

See the historic downtown district anchored by the recently
restored Grand Theatre, a 1937 Art Deco building on Third
Street, just off the Lincoln Highway. The million-dollar resto-
ration included
replacing the
fagade with glass
and a marquee
replicating the
original. A mu-
seum of Grand
Island show
houses is in the
basement. Call RADTETRE
ahead for a tour.

Movies every

Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
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Third Street has many
buildings from the Lincoln
Highway era with distinc-
tive elements of the 1920’s
- 1950’s that remain from
the heyday of the Lincoln
Highway. Further down SEEDLING MILE

the street is the Coney

Island lunch counter, open since the 1930s, where you can
still get marvelous malts and award-winning chili. The 1935
menu still hangs on the wall over the grill. The tiny Kensing-
er Filling Station, east of town, has been open since 1933.
Just north of
the Kensinger
Station is the
only piece of
original paved
Seedling Mile
that remains

in the U.S.
Poured in 1915,

it is a nation-

ZAM NEATED IN WINTER
SHADY IN SUMMER

SRE

SHADY BEND

3 Cotiages Competely Baulpped with Tub or Shower ant Told fn Esch.  Metrigerators. Klectric
Kitehens, Fnclosed Garages. Alr Conditioned Cafe. Traler Camp.  Shell Gas and O,
ONE MILE EAST OF GRAND ISLAND, NEURASKA, ON U. % HIGHWAY 30

T™HE
HUPFALO MERD

SHaDY BEND CAMPGROUND

ally significant
piece of remaining road bearing a recently erected historical
marker. Further east, on the corner of Highway 30 and Shady
Bend Road, stands the filling station building from the Shady
Bend Cabin Camp. The camp was well known for its tennis
courts, pool, and roaming herd of buffalo. Located along the
Lincoln Highway is the first monitoring station constructed for
the exclusive use of the Federal Radio Commission, later the
Federal Communications Commission. The main station
building was constructed from plans and specifications pre-
pared by the U.S. Navy. Groundbreaking ceremonies were in
October 1929. While no longer used by the FCC, the building
still stands 5 miles west of Grand Island.

Heartland Public Shooting Park

6788 W. Husker Highway | (308) 385-5048 | HeartlandPublic-
ShootingPark.com | Best in the Midwest. Located on part of the
former WWII Army Ammunition Plant.

Historic Railside Antiques, Boutiques, Art & Eats
Downtown Grand Island | (800) 658-3178 | Take your time
touring three boutiques, nine antique stores, two art galleries,

two art shops that do paint and take, plus seven restaurants.



Fonner Park Complex & Heartland Events Center
700 East Stolley Park Road | (308) 382-4515 | Fonnerpark.
com | With special events, concerts, live thoroughbred horse

racing and more, this is your ticket to entertainment.

Island Oasis Water Park
321 East Fonner Park Road | (308) 385-5381 or (308) 385-
5444 | The largest water
park between Lincoln and
Denver offers six acres of
super fun, including six
slides, wave machine and
lazy river for the whole

family.

|sLanD Oasis WATER PARK

Serving the threatened and endangered
species of the Platte River Basin as well
as the people who live here.

-

PLATTE RIVER

RECOVERY IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAM

www.platteriverprogram.org

9 Holes: 18 Holes: Memberships
s|3 Weekdnys szo Weekdqys Aijluhl,e NOW
$15 Weekends  $22 Weekends Single: $400

Proline Golf Clubs Couple: $500
Ping ° Titleist * Footjoy Golf Shoes Family: $600
Baghoy Golf Carts Student: $360

Large Variety of Carry Bags

For More Information Call (308) 236-5879
1-888-271-3233

e're Located One Mile East & One Mile North of the
Kearney Wal-Mart at 7335 Avenue N * Kearney, NE

Convenience Plaza

Where friendly service has never
gone out of style!

2 Price
Alignment
with the
purchase of
4 Tires!

Any New Tire |
$20 Off 2 - $40 Off 4 l

Retail price only. Not valid with any other
offers or sales.With coupon, expires {-15-17

YOUR TIRE STORE NEXT DOOR

5708 2nd Ave West « Kearney, NE

237-3111
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Stuhr Museum
US Hwy 281 & 34 | (308) 385-5316 | Praised as “one of the
top 10 places to relive America’s past” by Good Housekeeping
magazine, Stuhr museum offers a hands-on living history expe-
rience. Stuhr is a world-class, nationally recognized educational
and cultural institution. For more than 40 years, Stuhr has given
visitors a glimpse of pioneer life. Its 200 acres include perma-
nent indoor exhibits and the Stuhr building, the Fonner Rotun-
da and Railroad
Town. Stuhr re-
opened in spring
of 2016 after a §7
million renovation
of the Edward
Durell Stone gem

on the prairie.

STUHR MUSEUM

Railroad Hot Spot

Downtown Third & Fourth Streets | 800-658-3178 | Visit-
grandisland.com | During peak seasons, an average of 160
trains pass through Grand Island daily. The most action happens
downtown at the flyover - the Burlington Northern Santa Fe

arches over the Union Pacific.

Raising Nebraska
501 East Fonner Park Road #100 | Nebraska Building, 308-
385-3967 | Raisingnebraska.net | Raising Nebraska is a 25,000
square-foot agricultural interactive display detailing how our
food goes from farm to fork for consumable goods and farm to
manufacturing for wide variety products. Try the touch screen
dining table, walkable elevation/water map, run a full size piv-
ot, drive a combine
simulator, use a
milking machine
and see a short film
on Nebraska agri-
culture in the grain
bin theater. There
is also an adjacent

one-acre educa-

tional garden. b ’
g RaisiNg NEBRASKA
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Fred’s Flying Circus

503 East 4th Street | 308-384-8808 | Visitgrandisland.com |
Automotive sculptor Fred Schritt has created a garden of flying
cartoon cars and characters brimming with detail and whimsy.

Located next to his automotive body shop.

Moonlight Ridge Vineyard
8150 N Highway 281 |
308 381-2337 | moon-
lightridgevineyard.com
| Moonlight Ridge fea-
tures a beautiful tasting
room, large outdoor

pavilion surrounded

by grape vines. Open

April - mid December. MOONLIGHT RIDGE VINEYARD

R,

Experience the world famous spring migration of the
Sandhill Cranes in Central Nebraska. For viewing
information contact Cranetrust.org in Alda or
Rowe.audubon.org in Gibbon.

SANDHILL CRANES

Memorabilia * Maps & Guides * Books & Media
Signs & Stickers * Wearables & More!

1-800-454-8319 e www.LHTP.com
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In June 2012, the LHA unveiled an interactive online map of
the entire highway, from New York City to San Francisco. See
satellite and street views of the Lincoln Highway and hundreds
of points of interest along the way. The interactive online map
represents the first detailed

mapping of the entire Lincoln

Highway, including several

generations of ‘road improve- )
ments and realignments with :

points of interest to visit. s

Check .it outat \“lmj
www.LincolnHighwayAssoc.org ‘v/ﬁiﬂi

GOLFUSA

Kearney | 5001 2nd Ave. | (308) 237-5599
Omaha | 4207 S 130th St | (402) 334-9303
Grand Island | 1004 N Diers Ave | (308) 381-6200
North Platte | 410 E Leota St | (308) 696-3290
Ames, IA | 1628 S Duff (515) 232-4653

WtechniFIT “TOURG

K GOLFUSA

New & Used
Vinyl Records &
Stereo Equipment

Buy « Sell « Trade

BUFFALO
—RECORDS—

AW

\TETIET

19 E 21st Strest, Duwntown Kearney 308 224.2290 .

»> D>

2112 Central Ave

Kearney, NE

Downtown on the Bricks
(308) 455-1335 X

www.bowandarrowkearney.com

BOUTIQUE

Fun, Trendy Fashions for Women of All Ages.

Sat 10 am - 5 pm
Closed Sundays

% Mon - Fri 10 am - 6 pm

K K

|| *Highly Rated By “Where the Locals Eat”
| °Featured in the Omaha World Herald
|| *Kearney’s Most Extensive Wine List

[ e Nebraska Restaurant Association

Steaks ¢ Seafood ¢ Pasta « Chicken * Prime Rib

eListed in AAA & Mobile Travel Guide Member
| eListed in the Nebraska Restaurant Guide

VISA |pscover

eChamber of Commerce
eBetter Business Bureau

234-12614

2013 Central Ave. » Kearney * www.alleyrose.com
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'FULL SERVICE PHARMACY e 308-237-2178

2123 CENTRAL AVE. 2128 CEN:

Unlque Glfts For Everyone e |im Shore
Annaleece Jewelry ¢ Hallmark Cards
Husker Gear ¢ Ag Related Gifts
Weddings & Anniversaries ¢ Babies & Baptisms
Melissa and Doug
Tea Sets for Adults and Children

ABC) Drug

AND GIFT

Located at 2123 Central Avenue
Downtown Kearney “On the Bricks”

It’s still h

Stop in Wood River and
take your place in a
page out of history.

Take photographs
alongside the authentic
1930's gasoline tanker
truck or walk downtown
Wood River on the
original Lincoln Highway.

-

Visit us on Facebook or
www.woodriverne.com

This ad is sponsored by Wood River Vision 20/20.

38 ¢ NEeBRrASKA LincOLN HigHway ~ HisToric Byway

Phato-by Rick Rasmussen

Walking Trails Along the Platte Meeting & Picnic Facilities

» Genetically Pure Bison Herd »

Crane Migration Tours
Nature Displays
Butterfly Garden
Snack Bar

» 35-Foot Observation Tower »
» Crimson Crown Gift Shop »
Hornady Art Gallery »

Home is where the road is...
X Make your home with us!
B2 There's camping. And there’s KoA,

« Lodging available (some with bathrooms)
« Pull-through RV sites with full hook-ups
and FREE Cable TV
« Pull-through water/electric sites » Tent sites
« Swimming pool
(open Memorial Day thru Labor Day)
« 2 bathhouses with hot showers.
(One with ADA wheelchair accessible
restroom & shower)
« Food Service on site featuring
Hunt Brothers Pizza
« Laundry room open 24 hrs a day
« Bike rental « Pet Walk * Basketball court
» Game room ¢ Playground « Horseshoe pits

Grand Island KOA
Reservation: (800) 562-0850

Information: (402) 886-2249
koa.com/campgrounds/grand-island

GrandjislanddKON
Exit}318]0FF




This 1937 art deco movie house was
recently restored and still shows films
every Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Step
back into the glory days of the Father Road
and take in a show at the Grand Theater.
THE

CRAND

e 6 B B ARTE R Bl merer

GrandMovieTheatre.com

Stuhr Museum tells the story of the pioneers
who tamed the prairie and established the first
communities in Nebraska. Railroad Town, our
1890’s community, is open May 1 — Labor Day The
museum has dozens of exhibits, events and historic
structures that bring our amazing history to life. T

~-| STUHR

StuhrMuseum.org

Just north of the 1930s Kensinger Station is the only piece
of original paved Seedling Mile (pictured) that remains in
the U.S. Poured in 1915, it is a nationally significant piece of
remaining road bearing a recently placed historical marker.

-

GRAND ISIAND  VisitGrandlsland.com
NEBRASKA 800-658-3178
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1530 E. 30, Along the Old Lincoln ‘Highway . o _RQ
Act IrriGATION & MANUFACTURING COMPANY
Acz/EaToN METALS

4740 East 39th St., Kearney

]
CONESTOGA DIFFERENCE.

MALL COMPLETE

It Just Fits! p
Text CONESTOGAMALL to 89800 for coupons and deals exclusive Auto MACHINE SHOP

Best Buy ® Dillards ® JCPennys ® Younkers ® Sears E"TFEII

Hwy 281 & 13th St « Grand Island PRl
308-382-4210 » www.shopconestogamall.com [=] 4

KEARNEY
308-234-2482

Parts Stores.

Six story high
speed slides!
ave Pool, Lazy River
and much more!

Fuel up and go!

Open 24 hours.
Renewable fuel
blends available.

Growing opportunities.

S AURORA
> COOPERATIVE

800.642.6795  AuroraCoop.com

AURORA WEST | GRAND ISLAND

1414 Mankin St 4155 E Hwy 30

Aurora, NE Grand Island, NE
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' THUNDERHEAD BREWING COMPANY

Award
Winning
Craft Brews
& Brick
Oven
Pizzas
“ 6-Packs available

in house or at your
favorite retailer!

THUNDERHEAD

BREWING COMPANY

KEARNEYONECUS A

18 East 21+ St.
(308)-237-1558
thunderheadbrewing.com

baskin
FrobbiNs"

Welcome
fomy Gerden

Done the way you want
Work Done in Nebraska

RCK Creations & More
602 Saturn Street

CREATIONS Alda, NE 68810
& MORE 308.675.1092
Etching rckereationsandmore.com

& Alterations Roger & Connie Kirkpatrick

A COMFY COUNTRY SHOP
FILLED WITH NEEDFUL THINGS...
Watkins ¢ Nebraska Pantry
Primitives ® Country Curtains
Garlands ® Nebraska Candles
Framed Artwork
Seasonal and Holiday...

2122 Central Ave. Kearney, NE
OPEN Mon.-Fri. 10:00-5:30
Thurs. Til ©:00/5at. 10:00-5:00

‘open 24/7 at www.mycountrynest.com ¢ 306-6956-1166

uel @ofqgiﬁog

Celebrating Independence Since 2010

L

New Books! Bestsellers!
Lots of Kids & Young Adult Titles!

Hilltop Mall ¢ Kearney, NE * 308.455.1033
www.TheSequelBookshop.com

Lincoln Highway Locations:
e Kimball e Ogallala e Hershey ¢ Gibbon
 North Platte (6 locations)

e Kearney (2 locations)

e Central City e Clarks

1 21 Locations
' Open 24 Hours!

e Gourmet Coffee & Cappuccino

e (Check out our Daily Specials on Pop & Beer
e Breakfast Sandwiches and Burritos

e Bahama Mama Gorumet Sausages and Dogs
e Money Orders




Seedling mile at west edge of Kearney in 1926
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Seedling Miles

Although the counties and towns through which the route
crossed were celebrating, many communities vying for the
highway were left disappointed and withdrew their pledge of
financial assistance.

As a result of the loss of financial contributions, the Lincoln
Highway Association realized that it obtained less than half of
the funds needed to meet the goal of a paved road by the 1915
Panama-Pacific Exposition in San Francisco. Since the success
of the highway depended on public enthusiasm, the organiza-
tion was determined to retain community interest and support
and quietly postponed plans to pave the highway in its entirety.

To rally support, the Lincoln Highway Association came up
with promotional devices to increase the highway’s popularity.

One promotional scheme was the development of “Seedling
Miles.” The Lincoln Highway Association preached that “Great
oaks from little acorns will grow; long roads of concrete from
‘seedling miles’ will spring.”

The concept of seedling miles was to hard-surface small
sections of road through donations that would, in turn, encourage
communities and states to continue improvement along the
entire route,

In 1916 “The Complete Official Road Guide of the Lincoln
Highway” described seedling miles as “strips of standard
concrete road surface.” The road guide further explained that
the first seedling miles were constructed with cement donated
by the Lincoln Highway Association and cement producers
with hopes that the traveler would “appreciate the value of hard-
surfaced roads” and encourage similar construction throughout
other sections of dirt road through donations.

Although many communities along the Lincoln Highway
applied for seedling miles, these
applications were delayed and sometimes
lapsed because of legal or financial
difficulties. Suppliers abandoned or
delayed their offer of donated concrete
because of mill strikes, congestion on
the railroads, or wartime demands.
Although it sometimes took months
Or even years, many communities
accepted offers for a seedling mile
and waited out the delays.

Donations by the Portland
Cement Co. and local sponsors
provided for the construction
of a few mile-long stretches of
hard surfaced highway in Ohio,
Indiana, Illinois and Nebraska.
Generally, the seedling miles
were constructed of concrete,

one mile in length, and were located on the edge of town.

On Nov. 3, 1915, Grand Island celebrated as it became the
first city in Nebraska to complete a seedling mile. This stretch
of road was located just east of town.

District School No. 74 on the road was renamed Seedling
Mile School. Two weeks after Grand Island’s seedling mile was
completed, Kearney exhibited a finished seedling mile, 15 feet
in width — five feet wider than the recommended 10 feet.

Exceeding all others, both within Nebraska and nationally,
the most remarkable seedling “mile” was near Fremont,
Throughout the span of the Lincoln Highway, the seedling
“mile” near Fremont was the longest measuring six miles. In
1914, the Association’s state consul in Nebraska, George F.
Wolz, convinced the Fremont Commercial Club to donate
$8,000 to purchase 3,000 barrels of cement. Although the war
delayed cement shipment until 1918, the concrete section began
at the northern boundary of Fremont and provided a paved road
westerly for six miles.

The Fremont seedling mile also was the first section in the
state to incorporate new methods of highway construction.
New construction methods used for the Fremont seedling mile
included the use of a moving concrete mixer, the piping of
water to the mixer, and delivery trucks transporting a batch of
concrete. The Fremont seedling mile was only the second arca
of road in Nebraska to be constructed under the 1916 Federal-
Aid Road Act.

After this six-mile section of road was paved with concrete
and other seedling miles were completed, the hard surface
sections of the Lincoln Highway began to convert skeptics of
concrete as a road surface material. In a letter to the Lincoln
Highway Association’s national headquarters in Detroit, Wolz
outlined the condition of the highway in August 1919,
He expressed that, with tourists and
trucks traveling through Fremont
daily, the condition of the road
was better than ever before.

The Lincoln Highway
Association had proven the value of
a hard-surfaced highway. After 1919
cement manufacturers no longer felt
- 1t was necessary to donate materials
or labor toward these seedling miles
® and no other promotional seedling
* miles were constructed.

Nationally, seedling miles had been
constructed in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,
Iowa and Nebraska.
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The early route of the Lincoln Highway in Nebraska traveled
west from Omaha, generally following the route of the Platte
River valley and the Union Pacific Railroad across the state.

The Lincoln Highway was developed largely by connecting a
system of exist-ing roads. The earliest roads served local farm-
to-market transportation, often described as “wagon roads,” and
the more developed “postal roads,” which accommodated Rural
Free Delivery mail service to rural areas.

In many places, section-line roads were identified as the
route of the Lincoln Highway. This system resulted in a zigzag
of left and right turns; “stairstep” routes.

However, much of the original route of the Lincoln Highway
in the state was to be located on railroad right-of-way. When the
Union Pacific Railroad developed railroad lines across the state,
the federal government granted as much as a 400-foot right-of-
way as a subsidy.

However, because the railroad did not require this much
right-of-way, it leased portions of it to counties to use as public
roads. Many of these existing county roads were incorporated
into the route of the Lincoln Highway.

The 1915 “Official Road Guide of the Lincoln Highway”
stated that in Ne-braska “frequent crossings of the Union
Pacific Railroad are encountered, and tourists are cautioned to
use extreme care, although normally the trains can be seen for
long distances before the approach.”

By 1919, about 160 miles of the highway was located on
Union Pacific right-of-way.

Early improvements to the Lincoln Highway were hampered
in Nebraska because the road was in the Union Pacific right-of-
way. The expenditure of Nebraska’s federal aid on any portion
of the Lincoln Highway that followed on the outer 50 feet of the
railroad’s right-of-way was prohibited.

As a result, nearly one-third of the Lincoln Highway in
Nebraska was not eligible for the federal assistance appropriated
by the 1916 act. It was not until late 1919 that the federal
government agreed that federal aid could be used on these
portions of the Lincoln Highway.

After agreement was reached, federal money, as well as
county and state money, was concentrated to improve the
Lincoln Highway in Nebraska.

The official history of the Lincoln Highway Association
states that the agreement with Union Pacific in Nebraska
brought about the longest realignment of the Lincoln Highway
in the United States.

Nearly half of the total 450 miles of the highway would be
located on Union Pacific right-of-way. '

In 1919 the state of Nebraska designated the Lincoln
Highway as part of the state highway system and continued to
improve the route. By the start of 1920 more than $615,000 in
state and county money had been used to improve the Lincoln
Highway, including relocation of the road in some sections.

44 * Negraska LINCOLN HigHwAY ~ HisToRIC Byway

chraska

This money, in addition to a $3 million bond issue, helped pay
for new construction of more than 63 miles in Dodge, Hall,
Dawson and Lincoln counties.

The road construction was on completely new routes and the
process occurred gradually on a county-by-county basis. The
April 1919 issue of Nebraska Highways, the official publication
of the Nebraska Good Roads Association, made reference to the
upcoming realignment outside of Grand Island.

The article read as follows: “The Nebraska Highway
Department secured the right-of-way for a new route that would
parallel the Union Pacific road west of Grand Island. Eight miles
could be saved between Grand Island and Gibbon. Improved
construction meth-ods will insure a better road.”

The Lincoln Highway was still bound to section line roads
laid out by the township and range land survey system. Due to
this, the Lincoln Highway made endless 90-degree turns and
crossed many railroad grades. A series of Lincoln Highway
reroutes involved straightening the right angle-turning, known
as “stairsteps,” by relocating the Lincoln Highway from section
roads to new alignments that were more direct.

In 1917 the Lincoln Highway in Dawson and Lincoln
counties was relocated to the edge of the Union Pacific right-
of-way, bypassing miles of stairsteps. This relocation included
the Gothenburg stairstep on the south side of the Platte River,
which was eliminated with the opening of the North Platte River
Bridge, shortening the Lincoln Highway between Gothenburg
and North Platte by 18 miles.

Those that paralleled the railroad were the subject of great
interest to govern-ment officials and the Lincoln Highway
Association. The Union Pacific supported the realignment,
which minimized train wrecks caused by cars crossing the
tracks.

The realignments
shortening the route.

In addition to the Union Pacific Railroad agreement, funding
made available by the 1921 Federal-Aid Highway Act also led
to improvements and realignments of the Lincoln Highway.
Beginning in the late 1920s route changes occurred in Platte
County as efforts continued to eliminate railroad crossings.

Lincoln Highway Director Gael Hoag, State Consul George
Wolz, and State Engineer Roy Cochran traveled the Lincoln
Highway across Nebraska to determine which railroad crossings
should be eliminated. They agreed to eliminate six of the seven
crossings between Columbus and Grand Island, shifting the
route in this section to the south side of the tracks.

In April 1930 State Engineer Cochran reported additional
improvements and changes to the Lincoln Highway. Cochran
noted that the segment from Columbus to Schuyler had been
paved and a viaduct would be built at Columbus. In addition
with the upcoming paving of a two-mile stretch at Schuyler, the
highway would be paved from Omaha to Columbus.

eliminated grade crossings, while
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Early Lincoln Highway travelers experienced
mud, mud and more mud. While traveling

the Lincoln Highway in 1915 AF. Bement and
Henry B. Joy took these pictures of cars being
pulled from the mud in Nebraska including
their work and reaction (below and right) of
getting their car out of a ditch two miles west
of Overton.




Throughout the early history of the Lincoln
Highway in Nebraska, road maintenance and
improvement was an ongoing endeavor. In
1914, a year after the Lincoln Highway was
established, the State Board of Irrigation,
Highways, and Drainage biennial report stated
that the route was “in fairly good shape through
the state excepting at the western portion,
where there is room for a large improvement.”

The eastern portion of the highway was
graded, but the west section, having not been
graded, was only made up of deeply rutted
trails. For the next several years, with the
exception of the seedling miles, much of the
road surface remained dirt.

One touring guide of the period described the
highway. “Good dirt road through absolutely
level country. In dry weather good time can be
made. Slippery in wet weather; use care.”

In its description of the Lincoln Highway
in Nebraska, the 1916 official road guide
proclaimed that “the tourist will find many
indications that assure the complete future
improvement of this section of the Lincoln
Highway.” It highlighted the seedling miles at
Grand Island and Kearney and made reference
to the amount of money spent in Nebraska on
improvements,

However, the fifth edition of the road guide,
published eight years later, explained that
permanent improvements were still pending
for many of Nebraska’s roads.

- Nebraska State Historical Society

NEBRASKA LINCOLN HigHwAY ~ HisTORIC Byway » 47




The castern region follows the Platte River Valley from Central City to Omaha and Blair. The Merrick County Courthouse

in Central City housed the first meeting in the U.S. to ratify the Lincoln Highway in 1913. While in Columbus stop at Dust-
er’s Restaurant and Gottburg Brew Pub in its historic 1920s building. A must-drive on the original route is the most famous
brick street in America at Elkhorn, and visitors can tour Boys Town in Omaha where Fr. Flanagan built his

world-acclaimed home for boys on the Lincoln Highway.

NEBRASKA
PLATTE COLFAX DODGE
30 Desoto Lake
Bl 9 oo
LakeNoth Columbus Be“i’} remont e m P
et Duncan . ) \-“ ~“Schuyler EProrrEe WASHINGTON
/""" SE
BYWAY "o Omaha
SAUNDERS o L
MERRICK _~Clarks L \
= POLK
LEGEND Centl ity 4 o
B \Western Region o
Z d ' Q 5 Branched

[S5 Central Region Lz Oaklake
ey . ’ SEWARD

Eastern Region e YORK
L—IRivers and Lakes HAMILTON @ Lincoln

Lincoln Highway e

~ Original Lincoln Highway (Paved)
Recreational/Camping CLaY HLIMORE AALNE

Eastern County Cc ts

Blair/Washington County Fremont/Dodge County
Blair Chamber of Commerce/Visitors Center Fremont/Dodge County Visitors Center
1646 Washington St, Blair 338 N. Main Street, Fremont
(402) 533-4455 (402) 721-1511
blairchamber.org visitfremontne.org
Central City/Merrick County North Bend/Dodge County
Central City Area Chamber of Commerce City of North Bend/Visitors Center
Visitors Center 607 Main St., North Bend
1532 17th Ave., Central City (402) 652-3584
(308) 946-3897 northbendne.org
cc-ne.com

Omaha/Douglas County
Columbus/Platte County Omaha Visitors Center
Columbus/Platte County Visitors Center 1001 Farnam St,, Omaha
753 33rd Ave., Columbus (402) 444-4660
(402) 564-2769 visitomaha.com
visitcolumbusne.com

Schuyler/Colfax County

Schuyler Chamber of Commerce
Visitors Center

1109 B Street #2, Schuyler
(402) 352-56472
schuylernebraska.net

5 JosLYN ART MUSEUM, OMAHA
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Central City, Pop. 2,906
ce-ne.com

Built in 1912, the Merrick County Court House housed the first

meeting in the United States to ratify the Lincoln Highway proclama-
tion in 1913.The Lincoln Manor Steak House on 16th Avenue,

renamed for the Lincoln Highway, has been serving guests since 1887.

The old route is marked with painted signs on utility poles through
town.

Merrick County Histori-
cal Museum

211 E Street | (308) 946-
2757 | The museum is
housed in the gorgeous Traver
mansion and features colorful
accounts of city and county

history. Merrick County Court House

Clarks, Pop. 355

clarks.net/ clarksne

A large Lincoln Highway mural is painted on the side of a veteri-
nary building downtown, and the old route through town is marked
with painted signs on utility poles.

Duncan, Pop. 365
villageofduncan.com
The Avenue of Trees,
which once flanked

the Lincoln Highway,
dates to the early days
of the Lincoln Highway

THE LincoLN HigHwWAY
GARDINER STATION SECTION

and marks the former
camping location in
Duncan. Across the street is an original Lincoln Highway marker still
in its original spot. Lincoln Highway Gardiner Station Section
is located in rural Platte County between Duncan and Silver Creek.
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This 1.2-mile Gardiner Station section of the original Lincoln High-
way and the Pratt pony-truss bridge spanning Prairie Creek were in
use from 1913 to 1928, when this highway section was rerouted south
of the Union Pacific tracks. By then the Lincoln Highway had received
federal designation as ULS. Highway 30.The original highway section

and bridge are listed in the National Register of Historic Places.

1sitcolumbusne.com
Dusters Restaurant/
Gottberg Brew Pub,
named for the long jackets
worn by travelers on the
Lincoln Highway, is one

of the best in the state.

DusTers ResTAURANT & GoTTBERG Brew Pus

Housed in the unique
Gottberg building, which
was built in 1920 to assemble and sell Fords, antique cars made of
cement ornament the tops of the outside walls. Historic Glur’s

. Tavern, established in 1876, is the oldest continuously operated
tavern west of the Missouri River. The Lincoln Highway Garage
(most recently known as Nielsen Chevro-
let Co.) was built in 1915 as a result of the
incorporation of the Lincoln Highway Garage
Associations and lies along the original 1913

Lincoln Highway route.

Andrew Jackson Higgins
National Memorial
2001 A.J. Higgins Road | (402) 564-2769 |

The memorial includes a full-size replica of

a Higgins boat, steel from the World Trade

oy

. Hicains
NATIONAL MEMORIAL

Center, a freedom eagle, memorial wall and Al J'

life-size bronze soldiers.

Pawnee Plunge Water Park
560 33rd Avenue | (402) 562-4269 | The park features a flowrider,

6-lane swimming pool, zero-depth entry, splash play area, numerous

slides, lazy river and food court.

Platte County Museum

2916 — 16th St. | (402) 564-1856
| The museum is partially housed
in the original Ward school built in

1912 and features many artifacts

that bring to life the history of

Pawnee PLuNGE WaTeR Park Platte County and Columbus.
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Quincentenary Belltower

3420 Pawnee Park Drive | (402) 564-2769 | Ten church bells that
have area historical significance are displayed, and a plaque near each
tower tells of that bell’s history. The bells toll every 15 minutes.

Qa'.‘ueyié*r, Pop. 6,169

schuylernebraska.net

The Oak Ballroom was built as a Works Program Administration
(WPA) project during the Depression and is known for its hand-hewn
native oak timbers and native stone. It opened in 1937 to the music
of Lawrence Welk and his orchestra and hosted other big name bands
including Guy Lombardo, Jan Garber, Ray Pearl, Gene Krupa and Tex
Beneke. Tours available by appointment. Two blocks of original Lin-
coln Highway bricks laid in 1923 can be found on B Street, just
past 14th Street, and A Street bricks between 10th and 11th streets are
original to the route. The Schuyler Department of Utilities is housed
in the original Kopak Brothers Garage built in 1907. In its day it was
touted as the finest garage between Omaha and Denver.

St. Benedict Center & Benedictine Mission House

4 miles north on Nebraska Highway 15 | (402) 352-8819 | St. Ben-
edict is a retreat and conference center, and an architectural master-
piece decorated with artwork from around the world.

North Bend, Pop. 1,234

no hu;"i\\in\‘.ul‘g
Originally a bank, the Corner Café is located on the Lincoln High-
way and has been operating since the 1930s.

North Bend Carnegie Library

140 E. Eighth St. | The building, constructed in 1911, is listed in the
National Register of Historic Places. The building was dedicated
in 1913.

Veterans Memorial Park
Ninth & Main Streets | (402) 652-3584 | The park honors all vet-
erans who have served in the Armed Forces, with bronze sculptures

representing various military branches.

Fremont, Pop. 26,500
visittremontne. org

The old Fremont post office
has been renovated and is open
to the public on weekdays. The
building features Lincoln High-
way and post office exhibits.

FremonT PosT OFFICE

Three blocks of original
Lincoln Highway bricks remain on 10th Street between Broad




and Nye Streets. Metal Lincoln Highway signs mark the route through
town. The Fremont Opera House was built in 1888 and is one of

the largest remaining opera houses in the state of Nebraska.

Fremont State Lakes

2351 County Road 18 | (402) 727-3290 | One of eastern Nebraska’s
most popular recreation areas, Fremont has about 40 land acres and
nearly 300 water acres in 20 sandpit lakes. Located three miles west
of Fremont, this is a favorite area with campers, picnickers and water
enthusiasts— from boating

to ﬁshing to water skiing.

Louis E. May Historical
Museum

1643 North Nye Avenue |
(402) 721-4515 | The mu-

seum is a Victorian mansion

that houses the Dodge Coun-
ty Historical Society.

Nebraska Railroad Museum and Fremont

& Elkhorn Valley Railroad

1835 North Somers Avenue | (402) 727-0615 | This stretch of rail is
a 16-mile excursion through scenic Elkhorn Valley, in a diesel-powered

train featuring vintage and climate-controlled coaches.

Elkhorn (suburb of Omaha)

The Elkhorn Bricks, a 3.6 mile stretch of 1920 brick road east of
Elkhorn, may be the most famous brick street in America. It is well
worth the time to drive this significant piece of original Lincoln High-
way. To access the old brick section, exit Dodge Road at 168th Street,
turn west onto Burt Plaza and
then north onto the Old Lincoln
Highway, 174th Street Several
concrete Lincoln Highway mark-
ers and signs painted on utility
poles mark the old route through

town, and an original pony

— el - truss bridge remains over West
Bovp anD CHArLIES BBQ Papillion Creek. In an effort

to preserve this historic brick
section, it will be closed annually from November through March. The
interior of Boyd and Charlies BBQ along the route resembles an

old-time saloon.

Omabha, Pop. 427,872

visitomaha.com

In Omaha, the Lincoln Highway followed Farnam and Dodge Streets.
Located along Dodge Street is one of Nebraska’s top attractions, the

BoysTown campus shares the history
of Father Flanagan’s dream to care for
America’s children. In 1949, Fr. Flana-
gan had a pylon built with Boys Town
in large letters at the Lincoln Highway
entrance to the village of Boys Town so
boys who were walking there to find a

home would be able to locate it casily.

HE AIN'T HEAVY, HE'S MY BROTHER
AT Bovs Town

In central Omaha along Farnam Street,

the historic Blackstone District is expe-
riencing a renaissance. Restored historic
buildings are filled with trendy eateries, taverns,

brewpubs, shopping and entertainment.

Union Station was a bustling train station and a popular restaurant
for Lincoln Highway travelers in Omaha. Today it houses the Durham
Museum, the regions, premier history museum and an affiliate of

the Smithsonian Institution. Built in
1905, Saint Cecelia’s Cathedral in
Omaha has its own museum that tells
the history of how it took 50 years to
complete this Spanish-style landmark.

Henry Doorly Zoo
[-80 Exit 454 | (402) 733-8401 |
The Henry Doorly Zoo features the

25
HeNRY DoorLY Zo

world’s largest indoor desert, rainforest and nocturnal exhibit and
28-acre African Grassland, as well as the Scott Aquarium, Orangutan

Forest, Gorilla Valley, Cat Complex, Bear Canyon and more.

Joslyn Art Museum
2200 Dodge Street | (402) 342-3300 | Joslyn is Nebraska’s largest art
museum and has been named one of the 10 best art museums in the

nation for children.

Lauritzen Gardens and Kenefick Park

100 Bancroft Street | (402) 346-4002 | This 100-acre site includes
an arboretum, bird sanctuary, rose garden, children’s garden, herb
garden, spring flowering
walk, Victorian garden,
festival garden, woodland
trail and more. Kenefick
Park is home to one of the

world’s largest steam and

diesel-electric locomotives

! B
LAURITZEN GARDENS AND KENEFICK PARK

and details Union Pacific

Railroad history.
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The Lincoln Highway entrance to Nebraska was moved from Omaha
to Blair in 1930, making the route 33 miles shorter, thanks to a new
bridge across the Missouri River. A monument has been placed at a
forgotten corner of the Lincoln Highway “B-1 ine” through Blair at 10th

and Jackson Streets.

Black Elk/Neihardt Park:
Home of The Four Winds
College Drive & 32nd St | (402)
533-4455 | The Park commemo-
" rates two great men of the Plains
with a pavilion and sculptures. It

features stunning views of eastern

Nebraska’s rolling hills.

BLack ELK/NEHARDT PARK

DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge
5 miles East on U.S. Hwy 30 | (712) 642-4121 | The Refuge provides
a haven for wildlife along the Missouri River. The visitor’s center houses
a collection of 1865-era artifacts from the wreckage of the Bertrand

steamboat.

Washington County Historical Museum
102 N. 14th Street, Blair | (402) 468-5740 | The oldest county muse-

um in Nebraska, the Washington Historical Museum houses prehistoric

artifacts, Native American dress and equipment, and relics from nearby
Fort Atkinson.

 Thinlk
nelbexdrequirces

Walmart

Save money. Live better.

Kearney

5411 North 2nd Avenue
(308) 234-8448

Grand Island

3501 South Locust Street
(308) 381-4970
&
2250 Diers Avenue
(308) 381-0337

Hastings

3803 Osborne Dr W
402-462-6000

Lexington

200 Frontier St
308-324-7427

North Platte

1401 S. Dewey St.
308-532-5529

Ogallala

201 Pony Express LN
308-284-0143

Deli, Bakery, Grocery,
Tire Lube Express, Pharmacy,
Vision Center, Photo

VisitFremontNE.org
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COLUMBUS, Nebraska
A part of Nebraska's Main Street history since 1913!
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Visit these Lincoln Highway Historic Sites:
*Glur's Tavern
*Duster's Restaurant/Gottberg Brew Pub
*Evans Hotel
*Lincoln Highway Garage
*Oregon Trail Monument
*Avenue of Trees & Original Lincoln Highway Markers - Duncan

*Lincoln Highway Gardiner Station Section
..and activities/attractions for the whole family!

www.VisitColumbusNe.com
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Ties to Indy 500

The Lincoln Highway, developed and
promoted in the early 20th century, was
to be a paved, toll free and cross-country
highway. The Lincoln Highway Asso-
ciation and community supporters along
its route propelled the highway into
national significance as a major east-
west transcontinental route.

In September 1912, Carl Graham
Fisher conceived of a paved and marked
transcontinental highway that would be
toll free, for use by all who sought the
most direct route from the East Coast
to the West Coast. As an entrepreneut,
Fisher was founder of the Prest-O-Lite
Co. and one of the largest promoters of
the Miami, Florida land boom.

In 1911 he received national attention
when he paved the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway with brick and inaugurated
the Indianapolis 500 automobile race.

In the fall of 1912 Fisher presented
his plan at a dinner party. With open
ears, leaders of the Indianapolis
automobile manufacturing industry
listened to the idea, praised the plan,
and began offering their assistance.
The businessmen knew, however, that
the outcome of the highway depended
not only on their own enthusiasm and
capital, but also the support of the
general public.

Nebraska State Historical Society

From Rock Highway
to Lincoln Highway

Because of the overall lack of improved
roads, Carl Graham Fisher of the Prest-
O-Lite Co. in Indianapolis had no
problem gaining interest from the people
to build the Lincoln Highway. Soon
after, his dream of building a passable

54 ¢ NEBRASKA LINCOLN HiHWAY ~ HisToric BywAY

route from one coast to the other became
a nationwide initiative to connect the
oceans.

Three months after Fisher’s initial
announcement, he received a letter from
Henry B. Joy, president of the Packard
Motor Car Co. The letter not only con-
tained a pledge of money, but it also
offered an idea that would further the
public’s excitement and have profound
patriotic appeal. Joy’s intention was for
the highway to memorialize Abraham
Lincoln.

Knowing that the original name,
the Coast-to-Coast Rock Highway,
was not as inspiring, Fisher was quick
to adopt the new name of the Lincoln
Highway. The following spring Fisher
called together e

02
u

San Francisco

A a
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Mapping route,
gaining support

Although the organization had
announced the highway’s establishment,
the Lincoln Highway Association still
did not have a
formal route mapped. The highway
was to start at New York City and
end at the western terminus of San
Francisco. The association’s goal was
to have the route paved in time for the
1915 Panama-Pacific Exposition in San
Francisco. With the termini announced,
the organization did not disclose any
information about

several automobile
manufacturers

and other highway
supporters for
informal meetings.

It was not until the
July 1, 1913, meeting,
however, that the
Lincoln Highway
Association was
organized. After
electing officials,

the men announced
the purpose of their
organization.

The statement

read as follows:

“To procure the establishment of a
continuous improved highway from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, open to lawful
traffic of all description without toll
charges: such highway to be known, in
memory of Abraham Lincoln, as “The
Lincoln Highway.™”
Nebraska State Historical Society

the points through
which the route
would pass between
the two coasts.

Knowing that
the success of the
project depended
on contributions
of the pub-lic on a
nationwide level,
Carl Graham Fisher
first wanted to
gain support from
the nation in its
entirety, not only
the towns, counties,
and states on the
route. The association appointed a team
to research and determine the highway’s
exact route.

Henry Joy, the first president of

the Lincoln Highway Association and
presi-dent of the Packard Motor Co.,
stated that the most important factor in
determining the route was directness.
Other factors included the need to take
advantage of easy terrain and natural



paths while avoiding the congestion of
large cities.

By Aug. 26, 1913, the route was
announced. The coast-to-coast highway
started in Times Square and traveled
west for 3,389 miles, ending at Lincoln
Park in San Francisco. After going
through New Jersey and Pennsylvania,

the route traversed the Midwest states of

Ohio, Illinois, Indiana and Iowa. From

there, the route turned southwest to cross

the Missouri River.

The Lincoln Highway crossed
Nebraska and went on to California via
Wyo-ming, Utah and Nevada.

Nebraska State Historical Society

Passing through 47
Nebraska towns

In Nebraska, the Lincoln Highway
largely followed the Platte River route.
The 450-mile route in Nebraska,
designated in 1913, entered Omaha in
the east from Iowa, crossed 13 counties
and 47 towns, and exited at Bushnell
near the state’s western border with
Wyoming.

The Lincoln Highway connected

these main communities across the state:

Omaha, Fremont, Columbus, Grand
Island, Kearney, North Platte, Ogallala,
Sidney and Kimball.

The main route of the Lincoln
Highway traveled through western
Nebraska going northwest from

Big Springs, west of Ogallala, into
Wyoming. An optional route or loop,
referred to as the “Colorado Lincoln
Highway Feeder,” traveled southwest
from Big Springs to Denver and resumed
with the Lincoln Highway in Cheyenne,
Wyo.

In the mid-1920s the loop from Big
Springs to Colorado was abandoned as
part of the designated Lincoln Highway
route.

On Oct. 8, 1913, Central City became
the first city in the country to ratify
the Lincoln Highway Proclamation.
More than 200 road proponents met
and unanimously chose to support the
transcontinental highway in Nebraska.
Nebraska State Historical Society’

Bonfires, symphonic
bands, celebrations

In October 1913, leaders of the Lincoln
Highway Association called for a na-
tionwide celebration to dedicate the
highway in the memory of Abraham Lin-
coln. They asked state executives along
the route to proclaim Oct. 31, 1913, as
the day of celebration.

H. E. Fredrickson, Nebraska’s first
state counsel of the Lincoln Highway
As-sociation, described the preparations
under way for Omaha’s celebration:

“I have eight large loads of old street
car ties and three barrels of good burn-
ing oil for our bonfire, $100 worth of

fireworks and the mayor and others for
short speeches. Most of our retail stores
will be decorated in red, white and blue.”
Throughout Nebraska, communities
celebrated with symphony performances,
luncheons, fireworks, parades, bonfires
and patriotic speeches about the benefits
of the highway and its namesake. For
example Nebraska’s celebrations in-
cluded: the Symphony Club performing
in Ogallala; Fredrickson leading the
celebration in Omaha by lighting the
bonfire in view of 10,000 spectators; and
farmers near Kearney placing torches
along 20 miles of the highway.

Nebraska State Historical Society

Red, white and blue

Even one year after the route of the
Lincoln Highway was designated,
excitement continued, especially in
communities along the route.

In February 1914, the owner
of Kearney’s Midway Hotel, L. A.
Dennison, erected a sign in the tower of
his building. Lighted with electricity,
the red, white and blue “L” kept with the
patriotic spirit of the named highway.
Furthermore, the entire length of the
highway through Kearney was lit with
100-watt bulbs and the road through
town was renamed “Lincoln Way.”
Nebraska State Historical Society
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way and created deeper ruts. It
zigzagged along section line roads or
paralleled the Union Pacific Railroad.
To make the route easy to follow, the
Lincoln Highway Association painted
telephone poles with stripes of red,
white and blue and markers to designate
the route.

The markers consisted of metal signs
featuring Lincoln’s profile or a 21-inch
band around telephone poles painted
with the Lincoln Highway insignia — a
red, white and blue stripe and the “L” for
Lincoln Highway.

The Lincoln Highway Association
did its part to promote the road.
Members gave radiator emblems
to anyone who subscribed to the
organization and re-quested car
manufacturers who were association
members to place the “L” insignia
on their products. They sold lapel
buttons, pennants and stlckers w1th the
association’s insignia
as well as portraits of
President Lincoln and
framed copies of their
proclamation.

One of the association’s
most crafty promotions
was to solicit school-
aged children for
pennies. In return, their
affiliated school would
receive certificates of
membership.

Nebraska State Historical
Society

Boy Scouts’
markers

Efforts of the Lincoln
Highway Association
continued strong until
the late 1920s. On Sept.
1, 1928, Boy Scout
troops across the country
erected almost 3,000
concrete markers in
one of the last efforts
of the Lincoln Highway
Association.

In 1928, Gael
Hoag, the last paid
representative of the
association, took the final
official coast-to-coast
tour of the highway.
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Hoag also arranged
for the concrete
directional markers
to be constructed
with a small bronze
bust of Lincoln and a
directional arrow.
When the Lincoln
Highway nationally
became part of the
system of federal
numbered highways,
the road was broken up
nationally into several
numbered highways.
In Nebraska, the
Lincoln Highway
became Route 30. As
the federal designa-
tion occurred,
numbered route signs replaced Lincoln
Highway markers, initiat-ing the demise
of the promotion of this and other
named hlghways The termina-tion of
the active Lincoln Highway
Association was in December
11027
Nebraska State Historical Society
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Names to

numpbers

By the mid-1920s the
popularity of named highways
reached new heights. The
large number of named roads,
along with an increased use
of motor vehicles, caused

- great confusion regarding the

~ highway system.

To improve this
situation a numbered system
of U.S. highways was
established in 1926. The
department designated 145
roads, or 76,000 miles across
the United States, as part of
a national, uniform system
of marking highway routes.
Much of the Lincoln Highway
route through Nebraska
became part of U.S. Highway
30, which extended from New
Jersey to Oregon. The new
numbered route, however,
made several deviations from
the original Lincoln Highway.

The name, Lincoln
i Highway, remained associated
with the route for many

years after its
designation as
U.S. 30.
By 1930 several
new sections
of road were
constructed
for the new
numbered
route. The most
significant
route changes
occurring during
this time was
the bypassing
of towns. For
example, the
original Lincoln
Highway and
its Grand Island
seedling mile was bypassed with a new
stretch of U.S. Highway 30 by 1930.
The community of Big Springs in
Deuel County also was bypassed to
the north with the new U.S. Highway
30. The route also was switched from
Omaha to Blair after the completion of
the Lincoln Memorial Bridge over the
Missouri River near Blair.

Nebraska State Historical Qnr\gnhl

Omaha outraged

The greatest change in the route of the
Lincoln Highway was the relocation
of U.S. 30 around Nebraska’s largest
city, Omaha, and Council Bluffs, lowa.
The route was moved north of Omaha
to the town of Blair, where the newly
con-structed toll-free Lincoln Memorial
Bridge crossed over the Missouri River.
This resulted in the redesignation of the
route of the Lincoln Highway to follow
the new U.S. 30 route through Blair.

The July 30, 1930, issue of the Omaha
World-Herald stated that the rerouting of
the highway would have little effect on
traffic.

However, what outraged local
citizens was not entirely the rerouting,
but in-stead the manner in which the
redesignation came about. Without
notifying Omaha or Council Bluffs
officials, several crews of workers went
to remove the Lincoln Highway markers
from the original route to the new one in
the middle of the night.

Two days later the Omaha World-

Herald printed the Lincoln Highway
Association’s rebuttal. Gael S. Hoag,



secretary of the organization, stated that
“Lincoln Highway” was a copyrighted
name. Therefore, the markers which
line the highway are private property,
owned by the association, and could

be placed where they saw fit. He went
on to explain that, because the markers
were private property, they only need
permission from the towns in which the
signs were to be placed and not from the
places they were removed.

Nebraska State Historical Society

Gradual

Improvements
A 1927-1928 report of the Nebraska
Department of Public Works stated:
“On account of the traffic on the Lincoln
Highway, particularly east of North
Platte, and on account of soil conditions,
difficulty was experienced in maintain-
ing this road in good shape. The soil
near the Platte River is about 18 inches
to 24 inches deep and is underlaid with
river sand.

“During the spring and fall, water
rises up to within about 12 inches of
the surface, causing the surfacing of the
road under heavy traffic to become wavy
and pitted.”

By the 1929 and 1930 report, the
trend in improvements shifted to paving
the highway. By this time, portions of
the highway that were not paved were
sur-faced with oiled gravel. Only small
sections of gravel road remained into the
early 1930s. As Nebraska’s constitution
prohibited a state debt of more than
$100,000, road improvement projects
in Nebraska often had to be constructed
on a gradual basis, as state and federal
funding became available.

Nebraska State Historical Society

1935, paving

complete

According to the Nov. 6, 1935 issue of
the Omaha World-Herald, the paving
was complete on the Lincoln Highway.
Reporting on a celebration, the headline
read, “Lincoln Highway Now Hard-
Surfaced Across State; North Platte
Celebrates.”

A ribbon-cutting ceremony formally
opened a 30-mile stretch of paving
west of North Platte and officially
finished Nebraska’s first cross-state,
hard-surfaced highway. Designated by
then as U.S. Highway 30, the Lincoln
Highway in Nebraska consisted of 323
miles of concrete paving and 139 miles
of bitumi-nous material.

Nebraska State Historical Society

Interstate 80

The heyday of the Lincoln Highway/U.S.

30, as the state’s major transconti-
nental route, came to an end with the
construction of Interstate 80 across
the state in the 1960s and early 1970s.
After the Federal-Aid Highway Act of
1944 authorized the National System
of Interstate Highways, controversy on
where the new interstate would cross
Nebraska ensued.

In 1959 five state senators of
Nebraska’s Unicameral introduced a
plan that would build the interstate
adjacent to U.S. 30 and incorporate
its two lanes into the new four-lane
superhighway.

After it received much criticism from
the Nebraska Department of Roads the
bill failed. Interstate 80, however, was
built paralleling U.S. 30, but did not
directly incorporate the highway into the
route.

In 1974, Nebraska celebrated the

completion of Interstate 80 in Nebraska,
by the laying of a “Golden Link” near
Sidney.

The construction of Interstate 80
through Nebraska eventually led to a de-
crease in transcontinental travel on the
Lincoln Highway/U.S. 30. Although the
highway’s heyday may have ended with
the opening of the Interstate, the sig-
nificance of this highway in Nebraska is
evident by the extant cultural resources
found along its route.

Nebraska State Historical Society

Nebraska hosted
centennial in 2013

The nation’s eyes turned to Nebraska
on June 30-July 1, 2013 in celebration
of the 100th anniversary of the Lincoln
Highway.

The centennial took place in Kearney:.
During the heyday of the Lincoln
Highway, Kearney was known as
“Midway City” because it was exactly
1,733 miles in either direction from the
eastern and western ends of the highway
in New York City and San Francisco.

The 2013 celebration featured 50
cars from San Francisco and 75 from
New York that traveled from both coasts
along the Lincoln Highway and arrived
in Kearney the day of the celebration.
Many cars in the caravan were antique
automobiles or classic cars from the
1950s and 1960s that owners restored
for the trip.

The cars crossed at the intersection
of U.S. Highway 30 and Central Avenue,
turned south, and reunited for a gala
parade up Central Avenue, which was
crowded by an estimated 10,000 people.
Among the throng was Bernie Queneau,
a 100-year-old Pittsburgh man who, as a
16-year-old Boy Scout in 1929, rode in a
van across the Lincoln Highway.
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Open ¢ Days a Week!
3600 East Highway 30
Located along the Lincoln Highway

308-234-1964
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BYWAY | K] visitkearney.org 800-652-9435
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3060 E 1st Street

308-237-1000
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LincolnHighwayNebraskaByway.com

Help our historical efforts by becoming a member of the byway!
Call 800-652-9435 to learn more.



