NEBRASKA LINCOLN
HIGHWAY HISTORIC
BYWAY
America’s Main Street
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NEBRASKA LINCOLN HIGHWAY
HISTORIC BYWAY

The Nebraska Lincoln Highway Historic Byway is one of the
nine designated Byways in Nebraska. By state statute, it is
Highway 30 across Nebraska.
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HISTORIC LINCOLN HIGHWAY

The official Lincoln Highway route
through Nebraska is comprised of
the original 1913 route and many
later realignments.

The historic Lincoln Highway through Nebraska traverses
nearly 450 miles, including the 1913 route a major
realignment in 1928‐30, as bridges and better roads made a
straighter (and shorter) road possible. Since 1928, many
sections of US 30 have been re‐aligned with new bypasses.
Nationally, today’s US 30 aligns with less than 25% of the
original 1913‐28 Lincoln Highway routes. However, through
Nebraska, much of the route remains unchanged, and much
of the original route is drivable.
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CARL G. FISHER
Carl G. Fisher, shown here as a young man,
was an early automobile enthusiast, and the
builder of the Indianapolis Speedway.
He began actively promoting his dream, a
transcontinental highway, in 1912.
By July, 1913, Fisher and his associates
settled on the name, “Lincoln Highway”.
On July 1, 1913, the same day the Lincoln
Highway Association was established at its
headquarters in Detroit, the “Trail-Blazer”
tour set out on a 34 day trek to San
Francisco.

The Lincoln Highway was inspired by the Good Roads
Movement, which was begun in the 1880’s by bicycle
enthusiasts. At the turn of the century, automobiles were
overtaking bicycles in popularity, and the Good Roads
Movement turned to promoting cross country routes.
Spearheaded by auto parts and auto racing magnate Carl G.
Fisher, the Lincoln Highway became America’s first
transcontinental highway.
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ROUTE THROUGH NEBRASKA

Through Nebraska, the Lincoln Highway used sections of the Mormon Trail and Oregon Trail,
as well as the route of the Overland Stage Line and the Pony Express – the Great Platte
River Road, which had earlier been traversed by America’s first transcontinental railroad, the
Union Pacific.

Carl Fisher led a caravan of seventeen cars and two trucks
filled with Lincoln Highway boosters, their friends, and
invited journalists on a “Trail‐Blazer" tour from Indiana to
California in 1913. Where else would the “Trail Blazer” tour
cross Nebraska, but through the Platte River valley? The
“Great Platte River Road” served Native Americans, fur
trappers and traders, overland trails and the Union Pacific
Railroad. It was a natural route for America’s first
transcontinental highway.

5

“STAIRSTEPS”

The stair steps southwest of the Platte
River were used by farmers for years
before the highway to bring grain and
livestock to market.
Because it was an established road, and
the only part of the highway south of
the Platte River in Nebraska, the route
became part of the Lincoln Highway.
Because of the sandy soil, little grain
was grown on the north side of the
river so there were no good roads.
For the most part, the road follows
section lines with a lot of “turn right,
turn left” cornering.

Because the original Lincoln Highway used local farm‐to‐
market roads, and these roads followed section lines, the
original alignment developed a “stair step” pattern. These
roads are still drivable from Lexington to Gothenburg
(gravel) and Gothenburg to North Platte (paved).
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“PROCLAMATION”
Whereas, It is now proper to declare the results
of deliberation and inspection in the hope that
the wisdom and care in selection may insure
united sentiment, and with the prayer that this
record will appeal to the hearts of all patriotic
Americans to the end that plans and activities
toward construction may go immediately
forward, therefore be it Resolved, That the
Lincoln highway now is and henceforth shall be
an existing memorial in tribute to the immortal
Abraham Lincoln.
That the Lincoln highway does extend from
New York to San Francisco over and through
the following states:
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio,
Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming,
Utah, Nevada, California.

The Proclamation was announced on September 13, 1913 by
the Lincoln Highway Association
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DEDICATION

The Lincoln Highway Association dedicated the route of the Lincoln Highway on
October 31, 1913. Bonfires and fireworks marked ceremonies in hundreds of cities in
the 13 States along the line. Concerts and parades took place. In at least two locations,
the streets were swept and washed so dances could be held on the highway.

The official dedication of the Lincoln Highway occurred on
October 31, 1913. Celebrations were held along the route all
across the country, including Nebraska. Following the
celebrations, the real work of creating a true highway began.
On October 8, 1913, Central City Nebraska became the first
city in the nation to ratify the Lincoln Highway Proclamation.
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HENRY B. JOY

Henry Bourne Joy (November 23, 1864 –
November 6, 1936) was President of the
Packard Motor Car Company, and a major
developer of automotive activities as well as
being a social activist.
In 1913, Joy and Carl G. Fisher were driving
forces as principal organizers of the Lincoln
Highway Association. After the first several
years, Fisher had become more involved with
the Dixie Highway, but Joy remained dedicated
to the Lincoln Highway.
Naming it after former U.S. President
Abraham Lincoln was one of the moves Joy
led, and his Lincoln Highway project was
completed in his lifetime, despite lack of
financial support by automotive leaders such
as Henry Ford.

Carl G. Fisher began to pursue other interests, and the task
of promoting the Lincoln Highway fell to Henry B. Joy. Joy
had a business interest in better roads – as president of the
Packard Motor Car Company, better roads would spur car
sales.
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SEEDLING MILES
The LHA sponsored short concrete “Seedling Mile” object lesson roads. The
“Seedling Miles,” according to the LHA’s 1924 guide, were intended “to
demonstrate the desirability of this permanent type of road construction” and
“crystallize public sentiment” for “further construction of the same character.”
Grand Island was the first
community in Nebraska and
the second community in
the country to complete
their section of seedling mile.
This historic section is
the only remaining
concrete seedling mile in
America.

One of the keys to success of the promotional efforts of the
Lincoln Highway Association was the “Seedling Mile” project.
These Seedling Miles (some more than a mile long) were
paid for by local communities as object lessons in how paved
roads would improve transportation. The dedication of the
seedling miles was done with much fanfare, creating
excitement for the roads. Historical markers mark the
locations of seedling miles in Grand Island and Kearney.
Grand Island dedicated its Seedling Mile on November 3,
1915. Kearney followed two weeks later. Fremont dedicated
its Seedling Mile in 1918. It was the longest in the nation at 6
miles.
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WOMEN ON THE ROAD
In 1909, 22-year-old Alice Ramsey made history as the
first woman to drive across the United States, using
much the same route that would later become the
Lincoln Highway. Only six years had passed since Dr.
Horatio Nelson Jackson’s 1903 drive marked the first
male cross-country success.
To accompany her on the trip, Ramsey brought Nettie Powell and Margaret Atwood,
her “conservative” sisters-in-law, both in their 40s; and Hermine Jahns, an enthusiastic
16-year-old friend. Ramsey and her three passengers had to learn the basics of car
safety, wear hats and goggles, and cover their long dresses with dusters to protect
themselves from dirt and dust.
The quartet set off on June 9, 1909 from New York City. On August 7, 1909, they
made it to San Francisco. In total, the trip had taken 59 days and covered 3,800 miles.

In the days when it was thought that women didn’t possess
the intelligence, reflexes or strength to even drive
automobiles, several pioneering women used the route of
the Lincoln Highway to buck tradition and prove the
stereotype wrong. These include Alice Ramsey in 1909, just
six years after the first man made the trip in 1903. Alice left
New York City on June 9 and arrived in San Francisco on
August 7.
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WOMEN ON THE ROAD CONTINUED
In 1916, "Mistress of Etiquette" Emily Post was
commissioned by Collier's magazine to cross the United
States on the Lincoln Highway and write about it. Her son
Edwin drove, and an unnamed family member joined them.
Her story was published as a book, By Motor to the Golden
Gate. Her fame came later in 1922, with the publication of
her first etiquette book.
In 1915, Anita King decided to put her automobile
driving experience to the test and set out to become
the first female to drive alone across the continental
United States. On August
25, she set out in her
Kissel Kar from
Paramount's studio in Hollywood, heading north to San
Francisco. On October 19, after forty-nine days on the
road, King received a hero's welcome in New York City.

Anita King in 1915 and Emily Post in 1916 also completed
pioneering trips on the Lincoln Highway. Anita King’s journey
began on August 25 in Hollywood and finished on October
19 in New York City.
In 2015, three of her great‐great‐nieces recreated Anita
King’s trip. Making the journey were Lucianne Boardman,
Aleta Beckman Wilke, and Heather Pancratz.

12

1919 MILITARY CONVOY

In these two
photos, the convoy
is shown in western
Nebraska.

In 1919, the U.S. Army undertook its first
transcontinental motor convoy. The convoy left
the Ellipse south of the White House on July 7
and reached San Francisco on September 5. Lt.
Colonel Dwight David Eisenhower accompanied
this convoy. Eisenhower remembered this trip
because it showed the US could not get troops
or supplies across the country in case of war or
emergencies, and when he became President
Eisenhower he created our Interstate system.

One of the most important occurrences in transportation
history happened in 1919. An expedition of eighty‐one
motorized Army vehicles crossed the United States from
Washington, D.C. to San Francisco, a distance of 3,251 miles
in 62 days on the Lincoln Highway. Not only did the convoy
prove the nation needed a system of paved roads to
facilitate movement in the case of war or emergency, it
inspired a young Lt. Col. Dwight David Eisenhower, who
accompanied the convoy to champion the Federal Aid
Highway Act of 1956, also known as the National Interstate
and Defense Highways Act that created our Interstate
Highway System.
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THE ROUTE
The first officially recorded length of the entire
Lincoln Highway in 1913 was 3,389 miles. Over
the years, the road was improved and numerous
realignments were made, and by 1924 the
highway had been shortened to 3,142 miles.
Counting the original route and all
of the subsequent realignments, there have
been a grand total of 5,872 miles.
In Nebraska, the Lincoln Highway is the longest
of the nine Byways, at 450 miles from the
Missouri river to the Wyoming border.

Kearney’s 1733 ranch marks the mid‐point of the Lincoln
Highway – 1733 miles from both San Francisco and Boston. It
was in Kearney that the centennial of the Lincoln Highway
was celebrated in 2013.
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WAYFINDING
Once the Official Route was
announced on September 14, 1913
Patriots all across the country set out
to mark the Glorious Way.
The enthusiasm was so great that within a
few months most of the Highway was
marked.
Metal Signs, Painted Fence Posts & Telephone
poles, and everything else in between was
used.
On September 1, 1928 at 9:00 AM, 2,436 concrete
markers commissioned by the LHA were placed by Boy
Scout troops, all across the country.

The Lincoln Highway sports one of the most recognizable
and iconic symbols of any historic road – the red, white and
blue “L” signs. You’ll see these on metal signs, utility poles
and yard décor all along the highway. The other iconic
symbol is the concrete markers placed by the Boy Scouts in
1928 as one of the last acts of the Lincoln Highway
Association before it disbanded.
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GUIDEBOOK
In 1916, the LHA published
the “Official Road Guide”.
The LHA estimated that a
trip from the Atlantic to the
Pacific would take 20 to 30
days, but that assumed the
motorist could average a
driving time of 18 miles an
hour.
The motorist could expect
the trip to cost no more than $5 a day per person.
That included everything (food, gas, oil), “even allowing
for five or six meals in hotels.” Car repairs caused by
breakage or wear would, of course, increase the cost.

The Lincoln Highway Association published several editions
of guidebooks to help travelers along the way. These
detailed the supplies and equipment needed for the journey,
local services and even local laws. It makes for very
interesting reading today.
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GUIDEBOOK
Fremont, population 1,500. Altitude 1,198.
County Seat, Dodge County.
Three hotels, (including fireproof Hotel
Pathfinder).
Entire route in city paved, 7.9 miles brick.
34.9 miles from Omaha,
485.9 miles from Cheyenne

The Lincoln Highway Association published several editions
of guidebooks to help travelers along the way. These
detailed the supplies and equipment needed for the journey,
local services and even local laws. It makes for very
interesting reading today.
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TOURIST CAMPS
It is said that the Lincoln Highway
invented the road trip. As families began
to travel the highway, tourist camps, cabins
and motor courts sprang up along the
highway to accommodate these
adventurous souls.

Omaha Tourist Camp

The Lincoln Highway invented the road trip and the family
vacation. As soon as people had cars, they wanted to go
somewhere in them, and the first transcontinental highway,
no matter how primitive, inspired them to take to the open
road. While traveling, they needed services. Tourist camps,
cabins and motor courts sprang up along the highway. You
can still see remnants of these sites all along the highway
once you know what to look for. In fact, these relics are an
important part of the historical “intrinsic quality” of the
Byway.
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HISTORIC BUILDINGS
Lodgepole, Nebraska

Maxwell, Nebraska

Brady, Nebraska

Lodgepole, Nebraska

Because much of the “historic” intrinsic quality of the
Lincoln Highway is made up of the “built environment” of
historic highway structures, small restoration projects can
make a big difference in interest in a small community from
highway travelers.
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THEN AND NOW

Maplehurst Hotel, Schuyler, Nebraska

Kimball, Nebraska

The Wheat Growers Hotel in Kimball and the Maplehurst
Hotel in Schuyler
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NEBRASKA’S BYWAYS
Nebraska’s Scenic Byway program began in 1995
when the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) authorized the creation of Byways in
their DOT Regulations.
Initially the program was administered through
the Nebraska Department of Roads and the
(then) Nebraska Division of Travel and Tourism.

Nine Byways were designated, organizations formed to govern each one, and
management plans were developed. 36 months after the designation of the byways,
the Nebraska Scenic Byways Program ceased to be, though there is no prohibition
preventing any Nebraska state agency from continuing any program benefit.

Nebraska’s byway program has been in place since 1995.
Nine Byways were designated by the Nebraska Department
of Roads, and the Nebraska Division of Travel and Tourism
was instrumental in helping the various Byways to organize
governing bodies. For many years, there was money
available through the FHWA for marketing and promotion,
signage, corridor management plans and interpretive plans.
Those funds have dried up and now Byways struggle to
come up with funding to administer programs to keep the
Byways viable
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NEBRASKA’S BYWAYS

Nebraska’s Byways are: Gold Rush Byway; Bridges to Buttes;
Heritage Highway; Lewis & Clark Scenic Byway; Nebraska
Lincoln Highway Historic Byway; Loup Rivers Scenic Byway;
Outlaw Trail Scenic Byway; Sandhills Journey Scenic Byway
and Western Trails Scenic Byway.
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PLATTE RIVER SCENIC TRAILS
The Nebraska Lincoln Highway Historic Byway
began in 1995 as the Platte River Scenic Trails,
following Highway 30 through Dawson and Lincoln
Counties.
Then, in 2005, it truly became the Nebraska Lincoln
Highway Historic Byway when it was extended to
reach border to border.
Many of Nebraska’s Byways, including the Lincoln
Highway, are unique in that rather than being created
around a particular point of interest, they provide a
transportation alternative to Interstate 80.

It wasn’t until 2005 that the Nebraska Lincoln Highway
Historic Byway was lengthened to include the entire route of
Highway 30 across Nebraska.
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YOUR BYWAY

Your Nebraska Lincoln Highway Historic Byway is divided into three regions –
western, central and eastern. Two members of the Board of Directors from each
region, plus the offices of President, Past President,Vice President, Secretary,
Treasurer, and Historian, for a total of twelve members.

To help administer Byway programs, the Byway is divided
into three regions with two representatives from each
region in addition to the officers.
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BYWAY COMMUNITIES
Western Region
 Kimball County
o
o
o

Bushnell
Kimball
Dix

 Cheyenne County
o
o
o

Potter
Sidney
Lodgepole

 Deuel County
o
o

Chappell
Big Springs

 Keith County
o
o
o
o

Brule
Ogallala
Roscoe
Paxton

 Lincoln County
o
o
o
o
o

Sutherland
Hershey
North Platte
Maxwell
Brady

Central Region
 Dawson County
o
o
o
o
o

Gothenburg
Willow Island
Cozad
Lexington
Overton

 Buffalo County
Elm Creek
Odessa
Kearney
Gibbon
o Shelton
o
o
o
o

 Hall County
o
o
o

Wood River
Alda
Grand Island

Eastern Region
 Merrick County
o
o
o
o

Chapman
Central City
Clarks
Silver Creek

 Platte County
o
o

Duncan
Columbus

 Colfax County
o
o
o

Richland
Schuyler
Rogers

 Dodge County
o
o
o

North Bend
Ames
Fremont

 Washington County
o
o

Arlington
Blair

 Douglas County
o
o

Omaha
Elkhorn

The Byway encompasses 14 counties and 46 communities in
its 450 mile length. As an economic driver, the Lincoln
Highway has the ability to impact the communities and
people along its route.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF BYWAYS
For many rural communities along
Nebraska’s Byways, Byway marketing is the
only avenue available to them for
showcasing the unique tourism offerings in
their area. These might be an annual festival,
unique architecture, distinctive natural
resource, remarkable small museum, or
quaint mom-and-pop lodging and dining
options.
A vibrant Byway program builds collaboration among communities along a specific
route. It links them together around a common theme, be it a historical
transportation route, river valley or unique geological feature. By combining the
individual unique attractions, a Byway allows communities to reach a critical tippingpoint and creates a viable destination for the traveler.

Nebraska’s Byways exist to promote alternative
transportation routes to Interstate 80, getting travelers off
the Interstate, onto our back roads and into our small towns.
The Byways appeal to a type of traveler who likes to take
things a little slower and experience more of what a
community has to offer.
The original Lincoln Highway was designed to be a catalyst
for economic activity, routing travelers through the business
districts of the communities through which it passed.
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HERITAGE TRAVELERS
Heritage travelers, for whom the journey is as important
as the destination care deeply about the resources
they are visiting, and spend more time and money in an
area they are visiting. Their interests lie in immersing
themselves into the lifestyles of those who call an area
home.
Often these visitors can help residents recognize the importance of saving
historical buildings, preserving natural resources, and developing additional
tourism offerings. Their spending can help keep local business viable and
available to residents year round. In exchange, the small rural communities
can help reconnect visitors to nature, rural landscapes, local food, and a
lifestyle that some living in large metropolitan areas may believe only exists in
the past.

Lincoln Highway travelers may be drawn to the Byway
because of their love of history, heritage and culture, but
they are just as often likely to be car and motorcycle
enthusiasts, both vintage and modern.
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BYWAY SUCCESS STORIES
The Lincoln Highway Heritage Corridor has created a
200-mile Roadside Museum in Pennsylvania using
murals on building and antique gas pumps painted to
reflect the history of the road. This barn (Yaste
Greenhouse Barn) is located on the Lincoln Highway
(US 30) approximately 7/10 mile east of the
intersection with US 219 in Somerset County. It
includes an image of the road's namesake, Abraham
Lincoln.
In 2008, the Lincoln Highway
Heritage Corridor secured funding
for a new kind of Roadside Giants
of the Lincoln Highway. High
school boys and girls were invited to create their
own Giant that would be permanently installed
along the old Lincoln.

Coffee Pot in Bedford,
PA. By 1998, this building
had been up for sale for a
decade. In 2003, a local
preservation group
embraced the attraction,
spruced it up and moved
it across the street. Today,
the Coffee Pot stands
proud and newly-silver.

The “built environment” of classic open road era
architecture is vital to the appeal of the Lincoln Highway.
Iconic structures such as the coffee pot and the Haines Shoe
House give people joy when driving the highway. Colorful
murals and public art show pride in the highway and give
drivers a reason to travel the route.
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BYWAY SUCCESS STORIES, CON’T
Lincoln Theater in Cheyenne, WY, “features gently used
movies at family friendly prices.” The historic attraction
is still a thriving, functional movie theater.

Located in Belle Plaine, IA., this gas station,
called Preston's Service Station, has stood since
1923, plastered in ads and other signs.

In Rogers, NE, the Kracl & Sons Garage frequently sports
vintage automobiles and “Village People” style cutouts,
making it a frequently photographed landmark.

So can refurbishing the iconic structures along the route
such as the Spruce Street Station in Ogallala. Even without
investing in costly renovations, interest can be maintained by
cleaning up sites and providing photo ops for travelers.
Byway travelers want to learn about local areas, the history
and culture, what is important to the economy, and they
want to hear the stories. By sprucing up towns and investing
in curb appeal of local main streets and businesses, these
travelers will have a reason to stop.
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BYWAY MARKETING - DIGITAL
The Nebraska Lincoln Highway Historic Byway maintains a website, as well as a
Facebook page and a Twitter presence.

@LincolnHwyByway
www.facebook.com/
LincolnHighwayNebraskaByway

www.LincolnHighwayNebraskaByway.com

Besides being an all‐volunteer Board of Directors and
working to improve the visitor experience and helping to
spur economic activity along the byway, the Byway board
markets the Byway through a website, Facebook page and
Twitter account.
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BYWAY MARKETING - PUBLICATIONS

Centennial Magazine, brochure
and Niche Maps

We produce marketing materials such as the Lincoln
Highway magazine, fold‐out brochure and niche maps.
Byway members and friends of the Byway will receive
discounted advertising opportunities if the option we
choose includes advertising.
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BYWAY MARKETING - PRINT
Two page spread,
American Road
Magazine, Quarter page
ad, Lincoln Highway
Forum

We also advertise the Nebraska Lincoln Highway Historic
Byway in premiere road‐trip magazines such as the Lincoln
Highway Forum and the American Roads magazine. We ran a
single page co‐op advertising ad in four issues of American
Roads beginning in Summer of 2016. These co‐op
opportunities were available at a discounted rate for
members and friends of the byway.
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NEWSLETTER
In a unique partnership, the Nebraska
Lincoln Highway Historic Byway produces a
bi-monthly newsletter incorporating the
Nebraska Chapter of the Lincoln Highway
Association.
This newsletter is sent out digitally through
Constant Contact to those members for
whom we have email addresses, and a few
print copies are mailed out to members with
only postal addresses.

In partnership with the Nebraska Chapter of the Lincoln
Highway Association, we produce a bi‐monthly newsletter
that is emailed out (or mailed out if we don’t have email
addresses) to members and friends. It is filled with
information about byway happenings. We are always in
need of articles to fill this newsletter.
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MEMBERSHIP
There are two levels of membership
for the Byway. Government entities
can support the Byway with dues of
$200 annually.
All others – individuals, organizations,
attractions, events or businesses can
support the Byway at any level with
which they are comfortable.
Member benefits include member
pricing for Co-Op advertising
opportunities and a subscription to
the bi-monthly newsletter.

Government entities including counties and Visitors Bureaus
may become a member of the byway at a rate of $200 per
year. Individuals, communities, organizations and businesses
may become friends of the byway at any rate which is
affordable to them.
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ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021
THE NEBRASKA
LINCOLN HIGHWAY
SCENIC AND HISTORIC
BYWAY WAS NAMED A
NATIONAL SCENIC
BYWAY
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